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Can read and understand
the main points in a text
about sharing economies.

Can discuss and express
my opinion on sharing
economies and support my
views with reasons.
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Are you surprised by how much the
world is changing?

Let's read about sharing economies,

which are changing the world more
than you might think.
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Alternative economies

recession
wwoofing bartering
couchsurfing reciprocity
substitute mutual
exchange

alternative

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Alternative economies

| The recession lasted a long time and led
v to high rates of unemployment.

Wwoofing on organic farms showed me | =3 , |
that another world was possible. =22

Reciprocity is an important part of
bartering because it means people help
each other out.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Alternative economies

Couchsurfing is a great way to meet
like-minded people all over the world.

Bartering economies are unlikely to be
a successful substitute for the capitalist
economy.

There are few practical alternatives to
! our current economic system.

Bartering is a simple way to live i
without money, but it will only take you {guies
so far., 5
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Sharing economies

Have you ever participated in the sharing economy? If you've ever
asked your neighbour if you can borrow some milk or sugar to make
your morning coffee, then the answer is definitely yes. People have
been sharing resources since the birth of time. When you live in a
close-knit community sharing resources is often a part of the way of
life. In rural communities, sharing may extend to collective ownership
of farm equipment or even buildings, which enable the community to
pool its resources for the profit of everyone’s business. But nowadays,
the term sharing economy has acquired a different meaning. It no
longer just refers to the physical act of sharing resources, but to the
sharing of resources through online networks. The internet has
enabled a greater number of people to communicate across distances
and even borders. Participating in the sharing economy may mean
renting your car out over the internet or engaging with an online
business to rent out a car.
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Sharing economies

Many cities are trying to reduce inner-city
pollution by reducing the number of cars on the
road. As cities grow more and more dense there
is less room for individual car parking spaces.
Rather than having to travel to a car hire
company, car sharing services enable |ocal
people to rent out their own car to people in the
local area. Additionally, companies can rent out
cars that have council approval to be parked in
local streets. Online sharing programmes don't
just stop with cars; many cities have also started
bike sharing services in the hope that by
providing easy to access bicycles individual car
use will be reduced. It is hoped that this will
make cities more enjoyable for tourists who need
flexible transport options that allow them to
fully experience the city.
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Sharing economies

If the advantages of sharing economies
include greater flexibility, environmental
benefits, and a reduction in individual
consumption, what are the disadvantages?
Supporters of sharing platforms argue that
there aren’t any disadvantages because, in
the longer term, sharing platforms just
increase the possibilities for economic
activity. On the customer side, they argue
that consumers demand flexibility and choice
and that sharing platforms diversify the
opportunities available to them. If you can
rent a Ferrari from your neighbour for a day
and avoid the cost of buying one for yourself,
why wouldn't you? If you can save rent on an
apartment by giving up your parking space
to a shared community car, what is there to
lose?
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Understanding the text

Re-write these sentences in your own words. Try and think of synonyms
for the bolded words. Read your new sentences out loud.

Afterwards, decide whether you agree or disagree with these
statements.

People have been sharing resources since the birth of
time and when you live in close-knit communities
sharing resources is often a part of the way of life.

In rural communities, sharing may extend to collective
ownership of farm equipment or even buildings, which
enable the community to pool its resources for the
profit of everyone’s business.

On the customer side, they argue that consumers
demand flexibility and choice and that sharing platforms
diversify the opportunities available to them.
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Have you ever used a car sharing or bicycle sharing service?

Are they a good idea?

Can you think of any other sharing service that would reduce inner-city
pollution?

Many cities are trying to reduce inner-city
pollution by reducing the number of cars on the
road. As cities grow more and more dense there

is less room for individual car parking spaces.

Rather than having to travel to a car hire

company, car sharing services enable local
people to rent out their own car to people in the
local area. Additionally, companies can rent out
cars that have council approval to be parked in
local streets.
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Selling sharing economies

You are an entrepreneur who is starting a bike sharing or car sharing
service in your neighbourhood. Write an advertisement for the service.
What benefits are you going to advertise?

What would you call the service?

engage in a new greater
sharing flexibility
network and choice

connect with
your
community

environmentally
friendly

get where you
want to go
quicker

What is there to
lose?
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Dealing with problems in sharing economies

Unfortunately, your sharing service has
some problems: two of the cars or bikes
shared this week were broken. Three
people have written complaints to the
local newspaper about the service saying
that bikes are blocking the paths and the
cars are taking up the usually free car
parking spaces.

What would you say to defend the
sharing service?
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Sharing economies

Before we address what the critics of sharing economies have to say,
let's get clear on its benefits. Firstly, sharing platforms mean that
property that is underused can be used more frequently. For example,
empty personal apartments can be shared for the short-term profit of
their owners where they would otherwise be left empty. Secondly,
services can be offered at a lower price meaning that more people can
use them. Say you want to travel to Munich for the weekend, but can't
afford a hotel, or perhaps you don't like staying in them because you
believe they lack personality, then the sharing economy might provide
you with the opportunity to stay with people who live in the city. In this
way, the sharing economy provides people with cheaper, but no less
valuable, experiences whilst also supporting economic growth at the
local level. Another benefit is that sharing platforms encourage
collaboration and real sharing, which can lead to new ideas and
projects. The start-up scene, for example, often takes place in shared
offices, where people with different skills and experiences have the
opportunity to meet each other, collaborate, and exchange ideas.
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Sharing economies

So what are the potential problems with the
shared economy? Critics argue that whilst
sharing platforms increase economic activity,
they don’t necessarily improve the conditions of
workers in the economy. Sharing platforms also
expose consumers to a greater amount of risk if
the sharing platforms don't abide by local laws.

Take the sharing of local cars. Critics argue that
such services may have a negative impact on
taxi drivers and hire car businesses, which rely
on their jobs to make a living. If sharing platforms
are able to offer car rides at a cheaper cost
because they have less taxes to pay, does this
mean they are putting taxi drivers out of work?
And what happens if the shared car breaks down
or has an accident? Will the sharer be
appropriately insured?
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Sharing economies

Critics of shared house rentals argue that by
allowing individual people to turn their flats
into small hotels, they are reducing the
amount of affordable flats available to rent
by local people. Paula, who lives in an
expensive flat in Berlin, tells us that every
weekend the apartment above her is full of
party goers, who don't live in Berlin and don't
understand the rules of the apartment block.
She says that she doesn't want to live in a
hotel and that the apartment should not be
used like one. Many cities have started to
impose tighter restrictions on sharing
platforms to protect local communities, but
there is still a lot of uncertainty about what
the future of online sharing platforms will
look like.
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Which of these benefits do you think is the most important?
Can you think of any other benefits of sharing economies?

short term
Profit for
Individual
property
underused ; owners
coperty Use
more eCOnOmic
Erowth at the
local leve|
lower pri
Prices
efficient use of
resources
Person, liseq
Serv,'CeS

suthentic travel
experiences

reater .
o pportun‘t‘es
for
co\\aborat\or\

exchange of
ideas between

peop\e with
different skills

greater access
to resources
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Online house sharing services

These friends are debating the benefits of house sharing services. Design
a role-play and make a list of things that would improve house sharing
services around the world. What have different countries done?

Tod: | am going to
have to leave London.
| can no longer afford

to live here because
of all the short-term
online rentals to
tourists.

Luke: | had a
terrible weekend in
Munich. The flat |
rented was not at all
like the pictures.
Waste of money!

www.lingoda.com

Sabrina: | am going
to Sydney in two
weeks and | found
an apartment to
rent near the beach
that is really cheap.

Paula: What am |
going to do? | am
living below a hotel.
These people are
always so noisy and
the landlord won't
help me!
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What do you think?

Some cities have placed limits on how sharing platforms can operate.
Make a list of restrictions that would address the criticisms of sharing
economies on slides 15 and 16.

Many cities have started to impose
tighter restrictions on sharing platforms
to protect local communities, but there is

still a lot of uncertainty about what the
future of online sharing platforms will
look like.
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Sharing economies

Critics of sharing economies argue that there is essentially nothing
new about the sharing economy, except that it uses the internet to gain
business which leads to lower running costs. Some economists even go
so far as to say that the name sharing economy is misleading. If you
are paying for a service, they argue, you are not participating in a
sharing platform. Rather, marketing techniques are being used to make
a product appealing and personalised. The internet has definitely
made doing business more efficient and online sharing platforms
provide opportunities to see efficiency continue to grow. However,
some people say that online platforms can be just as inefficient as
face-to-face transactions when there are problems. So what are the
consequences of this for the future of sharing? Do we really need the
internet to ask our neighbours if we can get a lift to work or borrow
their car for the weekend?
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Henry and Andrea are planning a trip to Prague!

transaction efficient misleading running costs
. . marketing
personalised appealing borrow techniques
This place looks really I Let's go to Prague
for the weekend! What do you think?
| think the pictures are probably and you will

be disappointed when we get there. Just like last time.
But this ad is different. Look how the room

is. There are even a couple of lovely pot plants.
It's all just ! The house is probably owned by an

investor rather than the person living next door. They advertise
| don't agree. | am going to send a query and see if | can it on this eco site in order to reduce their
complete the today so we have somewhere

to stay next weekend.
Do you need to any money? My credit card

is on the table over there.
No, my new boss is really . He pays me on

time every week, but thanks for the offer.
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What do you think?

Do you think the
term sharing
economies is

misleading?

No, | think it just Y:i'c;? COMmercig| | No. The meaning ug\[’esﬁ Sharing No. | thm\gthtererc‘)sﬂt
Yescribes a h angeis not | of words is always e dllyinvolves | more than jus e‘?\'\ng
different kind of € Same as changing. cIprocity, not sharing hapP i
Ing. sharing. Just profit, on online sharing
sharl p\atformS.
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Where to next for sharing economies?

Based on what you have discussed in this lesson, write a list of the
advantages and challenges facing sharing economies.

Afterwards, suggest three different ways in which sharing economies
will change in the next 5 years.

Advantages of sharing Challenges facing
economies sharing economies
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

- Answer key
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Make sentences using these new words

eXChange
collaborate
ongage in value
Meaning of charing
reciprocity profit
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Homework writing activity

Write a complaint letter to the appropriate authority about as
sharing service. Use a formal voice and outline your concerns.

Dear Bike Share,

E E : flat tire. F

remove these bikes from outside my apartment.

OO0 00 0o 0o 0 0o 0 0O
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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