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Goals 

■ Can use comparative 
adjectives to present clear 
and detailed descriptions 
on a wide range of 
subjects. 
 

■ Can modify adjectives 
using 'rather', 'a lot', 
'much', 'far', 'slightly' and 'a 
little'. 
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Adjectives are all very well on their 
own, but adding more complex 

description to your sentences can only 
make you sound better in English.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to learn about advanced uses of adjectives.  

This should be a rather interesting lesson.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ We use comparative adjectives when we compare one thing to another. 
■ If we want to show that there is a big difference between the two things, we 

modify the adjective.  
■ Look at the examples below which use the words a lot, much, and far.  

Modifying comparatives: a big difference 

A lot Much Far 

Food is a lot more 
expensive in Switzerland 
than in Poland. 

The Himalayas are much 
higher than the Alps.  

This restaurant is far better 
than the other one. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A lot 

There are a lot more people in China 
than in Croatia.  

It is a lot harder to learn English if you 
don’t live in the country. 

■ Here are some more examples with a lot.  
■ You can see that it comes directly before the comparative.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Much and far 

■ Here are some examples using much and far.  

New York is far bigger than Sofia.  

It is far faster to fly transatlantic than to 
go by ship. 

British chocolate is much tastier than 
American.  

It is much better to take the train over 
long distances than the bus.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Slightly A little 

It is slightly hotter in August than in 
July. You are only a little younger than me.  

Her hair is slightly longer than mine. New Delhi is a little bigger than Shanghai.  

That car is only slightly more 
expensive than this one. 

This winter has been a little warmer than last 
year. 

■ When we want to show that the difference between two things is small, we can 
use the words slightly and a little.  

Modifying comparatives: a small difference 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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True or false? If they are false, correct them 

1. New Zealand is slightly bigger than Australia. 

2. Andorra is far smaller than the USA. 

3. Malta is a much bigger island than the UK. 

4. The English language is a little more useful than Thai 
when travelling in Europe.  

5. A plane is a lot more expensive than a scooter. 

TRUE FALSE 

6. English is far easier to learn than any other language. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Complete the sentences 

2. I am much younger than… 

3. I am a lot better at English than… 

4. I am far taller than… 

1. I am slightly older than… 

Complete the sentences so they are true for you. 

5. I am a little taller than… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Japan and India 

Japan 

377,972 

Look at the facts below about Japan and India. 

127 million 

Tokyo: 13.6 million 
people 

Fuji: 3776m 

Area sq. km 

Population  

Biggest city 

Highest mountain 

India 

3,287,000 

1.324 billion 

New Delhi: 16.8 
million people 

Kangchenjunga: 
8586m 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write sentences comparing Japan and India using the information on 
the previous page. Make sure you use intensifiers. 

Comparing Japan and India 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Now choose two more countries that you know well, and compare 
them in a similar way.  

Compare two countries 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Modifying superlatives 

Russia is by far the biggest country in the 
world. 

That was by far the best party I have ever 
been to. 

The Himalayas is by far the highest 
mountain range in the world.  

Yorkshire is by far the most beautiful 
county in England. 

■ We can use the phrase by far in order to modify a superlative and show that 
there is a big difference.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Using superlatives 

■ We can also use superlatives with nouns and infinitives.  
■ The pattern is superlative adjective + noun + to infinitive.  
■ Look at the examples below. 

■ Cycling might be the best way to 
travel around Berlin.  

■ A labrador is one of the easiest 
dogs to train because of their love 
of food. 

■ November to March is the best 
time to visit Antarctica.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Modifying adjectives with rather 

■ We can use rather to modify adjectives. 
■ It has a similar meaning to quite.  

It is rather hot today.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Rather 

It took me an hour to get to work today 
– I live rather a long way from my 
office.  

I had some rather interesting food 
when I was in Vietnam.  

■ Here are some more examples of rather in a sentence.  
■ Notice that when the adjective is followed by a noun, we need to use an article 

or a determiner.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Russia 
Area: 17.1 million km2 

Population: 144 
million 

Biggest city: Moscow – 
11.9 million  

Canada 
Area: 9.95 million km2 
Population: 36 million 
Biggest city: Toronto – 

4.7 million 

Costa Rica 
Area: 51,100 km2 

Population: 4.8 million 
Biggest city: San Jose – 

1 million  

Thailand 
Area: 513,120 km2 

Population: 68.9 
million 

Biggest city: Bangkok – 
8.3 million  

Look at the facts about these four countries below. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write both superlative and comparative sentences using the facts on 
the previous page.  

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Comparatives and superlatives 

Now choose three more 
countries or cities and 

compare them with your 
classmates.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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2 
3 

1 

Speaking in superlatives 

Answer the questions with your classmates. 

What is the easiest method to learn English? 

What is the best time to visit your country? 

What is the fastest way to get around your city? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Imagine what these people are saying using rather.  

What are they saying? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ We can use the degree adjectives real, absolute and complete before a noun 
to create intensity.  

Degree adjectives for intensity 

Real Absolute Complete 

It is difficult to find a real 
friend.  

When she dropped the 
vase, there was absolute 
silence.  

The house was in complete 
uproar when dad came 
home.  

This is a real problem for 
the company.  

That is an absolute lie – 
how can you say that? 

It was complete chaos 
when we landed at the 
airport. 

His appointment to the 
board was a real 
surprise. 

The idea is absolute 
stupidity.  

The holiday was a 
complete disaster in the 
end.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The adjectives present, future and former 

The former administration was not 
popular.  

He did not expect to find himself in his 
present situation.  

The future Prime Minister of France is 
visiting us today.  

He is a former basketball player. 

Her present husband is quite rich, but I 
think her former husband was richer.  

■ We use these adjectives before a noun to indicate a time reference.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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More examples 

■ Here are some more examples of the grammar.  

Future trends show we will be wearing 
stripes and leopard print.  

It was a real blow to hear John was 
leaving.  

Her former mother-in-law was rather 
lovely.  

The present crisis is not one we could 
have predicted.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with words from the previous pages. 

1. I always thought that the _______________ 
leader wouldn’t last very long, but he’s still 
here, 3 years later.  

2. It was a _______________ surprise when my 
husband whisked me away for the 
weekend.  

3. The house was in _______________ silence 
when I came home at 10pm -  it was a bit 
worrying.  

4. The President is a _______________ actor, I 
hardly think he’s qualified for the job.  

5. I liked him a lot, I believe he is my 
_______________ business partner.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Answer these questions with your classmates 

What do you think 
will be your future 

profession? 

What kind of places 
are often complete 

chaos? 

Who are the 
present and former 

leaders of your 
country? 

Do you think 
you have any 
real, lifelong 

friends? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/


30 www.lingoda.com 

Activity p. 9 
1. F a lot smaller, 2. T, 3. F smaller, 4. F a lot more, 5. T, 6. Whatever your student 
says!  
 
Activity p. 26 
1. present, 2. real/complete, 3. complete/absolute, 4. former, 5. future  

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/


31 www.lingoda.com 

Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Countries 

Highest 
building: 623m 

Pop density: 
145/km2 

Longest river: 
6,300km 

GDP: 11.2 trillion 
USD 

Population: 1.3 
billion  

China 

Highest building: 
230m 

Pop density: 
123/km2 

Longest river: 
1050km 

GDP: 470 billion 
USD 

Population: 38 
million 

Poland 

Highest building: 
177m 

Pop density: 
24/km2 

Longest river: 
6992km 

GDP: 1.796 
trillion USD 

Population:  
 

Brazil 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Use the data on the previous page to write comparative and 
superlative sentences. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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