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Can read and understand
the main points in a text
about jobs.

Can discuss the advantages
and disadvantages of the
digital revolition on jobs
and give my opinion on it.
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As technology continues its takeover of
the world, more and more humans are
being replaced by computers in their
workplace.

Do you think it is true that people are
losing their jobs to computers in the
21st century information age?
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Preview

B In this lesson, you will read a text about jobs that are expected to disappear.

A decade ago, we had 24 workers. Now, we only need three main
technicians to function these complicated machines at our factory.
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Warm-up

When it comes to using a device, which one do you prefer and think is
better - digital or analogue? Do you know the difference between
digital and analogue?
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Do you remember these words?

superfluous

technological

outsourced
dependence
information .
optimised
age
adaptation utilised

overburdened
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Do you remember these words?

Because of the superfluous budget, the
team began purchasing many
unnecessary items.

parts were outsourced to Poland. ° 4

™ T

My computer’s configuration was

-\‘ ,v optimised to handle 3-D applications.

Consultants were utilised for the
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Do you remember these words?

The grandmother was overburdened
this week because she had to babysit
her daughter’s two children.

The 21t century information age has
allowed us to access a full library from ;
the convenience of our own computer.

i@, Camouflage is one example of an
animal’s adaptation to its environment.

Our technological dependence on the &
internet has become so large that a few |
hours without it could create a panic.
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Fill in the blanks

Read the sentences carefully and fill in the blanks with the correct
words.

superfluous outsourced optimise utilised adaptation

1. This film seems similar to Romeo and Juliet

because it is a modern of it.

2. We are trying our best to manage our time so
that we can our productivity.

3. Rice and grains have long been as

the main source of nutrition for many countries
around the world.

4. The amount of information caused
the man to become even more confused.

5. While the company assembled the final product,
parts manufacture was to a third

party.
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Definition of revolution

The word revolution has three different definitions as shown below.
Which one is the correct definition for digital revolution?
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An overthrow of an established government or

political system by the people governed.

A radical and pervasive change in society and the
social structure, especially one made suddenly

and often accompanied by violence.

A sudden, complete or marked change in
something.
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Historical revolutions

Welcome to Lingoda’s history class. These three students were assigned
to do their research on the topics below. Share your knowledge on
these historical revolutions and how they have changed our lives now.

Industrial Revolution

French Revolution é
@ American Revolution
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Digital revolution
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8 Licuplcpment elsctronicy S - Digital Revolution refers to the

} transformation of technology

from analogue electronics and

mechanical devices to the high-

tech digital technologies which
are available today.
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Digital revolution

Talk about the pros and cons of the digital revolution.
Below are some ideas to assist your discussion.

less U™ i dependen® Munje,..
exvor Information technology tiop,
Overload
computer -
' : S Ira
bigger SOCig| distraction predator COIOT/ri (;)y and
netWOrk 8 tISSuQS
easier Ncreaseq Vulnerable to
transportation prOdUCt:vity Virus weapons
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Jobs before and now

Can you describe each of the jobs below before and after the digital
revolution?

Write a short description of each job and share them with your teacher.

ft
teachers musicians @
ﬂ
(,
fA
. €
accountants film makers

f
r
f
'

farmers surgeons
r
(&
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Jobs at risk of replacement

This is a list of jobs that are likely to be replaced by robots.
How can these jobs be automated?
Which other jobs do you think will disappear?

insurance underwriters fast-food cooks
tractor operators bus and taxi drivers
translators construction workers
bankers cashiers
journalists librarians
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Jobs that will survive

These are the types of jobs that have less probability of being
computerised.

Why do you think these jobs could survive the robot invasion?
What other jobs do you think are safe?

recreational

therapists robotic engineers

dentists psychiatrists
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Jobs that will disappear

The pace at which technology has improved over
the past decade is quite amazing. Just over a
decade ago, two prominent economists wrote
that driverless cars would not be able to execute
a left turn against oncoming traffic (in countries
that drive on the right) due to the various factors
involved with what many humans would find a
simple task. Only six years after this report, a
major company delivered a programme that can
deploy fully autonomous cars.

Driverless cars sound like something from a film
that takes place well into the future! But they are
here now. This is an example of just one way of
automation.

www.lingoda.com



http://www.lingoda.com/

Jobs that will disappear

A recent study has found that 45% of all
current jobs may disappear in the next
decade, with some of them moving to fully
automated or reduced human input. Drivers
will experience one of the biggest impacts in
the near future. Whether it's a taxi, lorry or
delivery driver, they are all on the verge of
complete automation through self-driving
vehicles programmed by advanced
algorithms that can drive 24 hours a day, 7
days a week. They will never get sleepy
behind the wheel!
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Answer to the questions

What do you think
happened between
the report being
written and the first
automated car?

What was impossible
a decade ago?

Do you think human-
driven cars and
driverless cars can
both be on the same
roads?

How would
automated cars affect
people’s commuting
styles?
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Jobs that will disappear

Another job which has already begun its
transition to full automation is the cashier.
Many shops now have self-checkout
counters where an employee may oversee
four or more machines, without the need for
each checkout to have a cashier. There are
currently trials and tests being conducted
with sensors that automatically know that
you are buying and can deduct it straight
from your credit card. This means you can
walk into the store, find the items you need,
bag them and simply walk right out of the
store without any other human interaction.
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Self-checkout experience

When was the last time you
used self-checkout to purchase
items? Did you make any
mistakes? Would you do it
again? Share your experience.
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Jobs that will disappear

Next on the list are telemarketers. Have you
noticed that fewer and fewer telemarketers
are calling these days? That's because
advanced algorithms are now able to track
your clicking habits online to tailor targeted
ads to you. You've probably noticed that
many of the advertisements you see online
are surprisingly accurate with what your
recent interests have been. Social media
platforms gather and use all kinds of data
from its users and then compile, analyse
and sell them to other companies. So we can
understand now that the ads you are seeing
are getting smarter and tailor to your wants,
virtually eliminating the need for cold calls.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Online advertisements

What do you think happened to them?

| am getting loads of spam mails from many different insurance companies. |
remember filling in my personal information to get a 20% discount coupon
when online shopping the other day.

| thought about taking a short trip to Majorca, Spain for a weekend. | looked up
cheap flights and accommodation but they turned out to be more expensive than |

can afford. But I'm still getting hot deals messages on my social media main page.

| just moved to Amsterdam as an international student. When | first connected
myself on the social media apps, all | could see was numerous event invites
specific to the city.
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Jobs that will disappear

Last, when was the last time that you went to
the actual bank to speak to an assistant? To
be honest, most of us probably don't go to
the bank anymore unless we enjoy the
human interactions that the assistants can
provide. We can check balances, make
payments abroad or even limit our spending,
directly from our smartphones. If you need
cash, simply visit any cash machine. You can
even open a bank account online, without the
need to visit a branch.
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Jobs that will disappear

These are just a few of the jobs that will probably change in ways that
favor automatization or a reduction in human interaction. With the
ever-changing job environment, it will probably be a smart move to
take into consideration that these jobs will not be the same in one,
five or ten years. While no one really knows exactly how the future will
be, there will more than likely be a major shift towards more
automation and advanced algorithms.

*Find two words that are spelt in an American way, then re-spell them
in the British way.
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Job automation

The reading text covers three jobs that are already replaced by
digitalisation. Discuss their jobs in the past and the roles of machines in
these sectors.

Cashier

Telemarketers

Bank assistant
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Future jobs

What is your specialist
subject?

What jobs are available for
you?

Will they be vulnerable to
digitalisation? If so, what will
you do?
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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- Answer key
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Homework: matching activity

1. The clothing they bought on vacation was in adequate
2. The old helicopter has been collecting rust
3. Her experience and hard work ethic makes her

4. Don't be so upset because the situation is not all doom and

a. For several years now since it was deemed inoperative close a decade
ago.

b. For the sudden cold that hit the region.
c. Gloom -you can still find a good job in the city.

d. An indispensable part of the company.

[ J
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Homework: email writing activity

o

You have been working as a cashier at a big supermarket. You
have just been told that you are going to be sacked because of
self-checkout machines. Write an email to your manager and
persuade that machines cannot replace human labour and they
need you to keep the service going.

To:

Subject:

Dear,
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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