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Goals 

■ Can read and understand 
the main points in a text 
about languages and 
linguistic diversity. 
 

■ Can explain what different 
language families are and 
discuss the relationships 
between languages. 
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You can display your family history 
with the help of a family tree.  

Like people, languages are influenced 
by the languages that came before and 
the languages that exist around them.   

http://www.lingoda.com/


4 www.lingoda.com 

historical 
linguistics 

language 
acquisition  

origin 

diverse translation 

family tree 

Vocabulary review 

phonology 

linguistics 

dead 
languages 

Sino-Tibetan  

http://www.lingoda.com/


5 www.lingoda.com 

Sentences slide 

Phonology studies the diverse speech 
sounds in different languages. There are so 
many different sounds in the world! 

The derivation, or origin, of this word is 
Greek. Ancient Greek is the source of many 
words related to literature and art. 

I am in the field of linguistics, the study of 
languages. I explore the origins of modern 

languages. Where did they come from?  

Dead languages, which nobody speaks 
anymore, influence living languages.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sentences slide  

A language can have many variations, 
called dialects. Isolated areas tend to form 
strong dialects. 

Creole is based on both French and African 
languages. Historical linguists study Creole 
to understand its roots.  

Think of a proto-language as the parents of 
modern day language families. Latin, for 

example, led to modern Romance 
languages.  

Translation tells you what a word means, 
while etymology tells you where a word 

came from.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Where in the world does this word come from?  

Have you ever wondered where a word comes from? Why do we call 
our parents mum and dad? How did people decide that the people who 
take care of babies were known as mum and dad? And, wait a 
second…do madre and mere and mutti and mum have something in 
common?  These are big questions, which etymology and historical 
linguistics try to answer. These fields study how languages developed, 
how they are related to each other, and the derivation of words. 
 
Historical linguists make sense of the world of language using family 
trees as a metaphor. Like people, languages have parents, 
grandparents, and siblings. Languages that share a common 
ancestor—a proto-language—form a language family.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How Romantic!  

The family of Romance languages are united by 
Latin, the common parent language for French, 
Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese. Because 
languages evolve over time, the source of living 
language is often a dead language, like Latin, 
that is not spoken anymore.  
 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Can you speak Indo-European? 

Language families include a diverse range of 
languages. The Indo-European language 
family is the biggest language family in the 
world. It’s so big that there are several 
branches to this family tree. Branches 
include Germanic languages like German and 
English, Slavic languages like Russian and 
Polish, and Romance languages like Spanish 
and French. Languages spoken in Asia, like 
Bengali, Punjabi, Hindi, and Urdu are also 
part of this family. Nearly half the world 
speaks an Indo-European language! The 
source of this rich linguistic mosaic is a 
reconstructed proto-language called Proto-
Indo-European, an ancient tongue which links 
all these languages.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Complete the sentences  

a. words, their meanings, their origins  

2. Etymology is the study of… b. historical linguists 

c. a proto-language 

4. The study of how languages developed 
is a concern of… d. which are no longer spoken 

3. Language families typically include 
living languages and dead languages… 

1. A common language ancestor that 
unites a language family is called… 

Find the best match to complete the sentences, based on what you 
have read in the text.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


12 www.lingoda.com 

Which languages grew out of Proto-Indo-European?  
Find examples from the text. 

Search and brainstorm 

Proto-Indo-
European 

 
 

  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Choose two of the languages you identified as Indo-European and 
reflect on the questions below. 

Comparing Indo-European Languages  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
What do you think of the concept of Proto-languages?  

Is it helpful to explain connections between languages, or just an 
abstract theory?  

Reconstructed languages  

A proto-language is actually a theoretical 
reconstruction. There’s no proof of 

Proto-Indo-European, like there is of Latin 
or ancient Egyptian. We have no idea 

what it would have sounded like or how 
people used it.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Many language families  

There are so many Indo-European languages that scholars once 
thought that all languages were in this family. This was an incorrect 
belief, as it turns out. The Sino-tibetan language family has the second 
highest number of speakers and includes the languages spoken in 
China, Tibet, and Myanmar. The Niger-Congo language family includes 
an astonishing 1,540 languages, including Swahili, Yoruba, and Shona, 
spoken by 350 million people, and is the largest language family in 
terms of number of languages.  
 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Related but far away 

You’ll find Austronesian languages in Indonesia 
and Malaysia, the Philippines, Northern New 
Zealand, and Madagascar. There’s quite a bit of 
water in between where you find these 
languages. Because of this, there is great 
diversity in the structure and sounds of 
Austronesian languages like Filipino, Malay and 
Maori. Phonology, the study of sounds and their 
formation in language, has identified some 
major differences among the 1,257 languages in 
this family.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Related but far away 

A quick trip around the world introduces us to many more language 
families! Around 350 Afroasiatic languages descend from parent 
languages like ancient Egyptian, the earliest written evidence of this 
language family. Speakers of Arabic, Hebrew, Hausa, and Oromo are 
part of this group.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Around the world  

Dravidian, spoken in South India, is the next 
largest family. Looking onward the Turkic 
language family you’ll find languages 
spoken in Turkey, western Asia, and the 
Balkans. Look a little further, and you see that 
the 35 languages of the Turkic family are 
found in the Caucuses and even Siberia. 
What spread this language family from sunny 
Anatolia to chilly Novosibirsk? It may have to 
do with the ancient languages spoken by 
nomadic tribes, and the historical shifts in 
power during the early Middle Ages. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Categorising information  

You’ve read quite a bit about language families. Complete the missing 
parts of the table to organise information about language families.  

Living Language  

Chinese 

_______________ 
 

_______________ 
 

Omoro, Arabic 

Language Family  

______________ 

Niger-Congo 

_______________ 
 

_______________ 
 

Geographical 
Location  

_______________ 

_______________ 
 

Indonesia, 
Philippines  

_______________ 
 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
Phonology studies sounds formed by speakers of certain languages. 
What sounds do you find challenging in English? What sounds would 

challenge someone who was learning your mother tongue?   

It’s hard to say… 

Phonology, the study of sounds and their 
formation in language, has identified 

some major differences among the 1,257 
languages in this family.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Talking about languages  

An endangered 
language is one that is 
at risk of dying out. 50-

90% of the world’s 
languages may become 

extinct by 2100.  

What can be 
done to keep 

languages alive?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You’ve just read about endangered languages. The 20 most common 
languages (including Mandarin, Spanish, English, Hindi) each have more 
than 50 million native speakers. Meanwhile, there are many languages 

that have fewer than 10,000 speakers. Debate the nature of 
endangered languages.  

A shrinking number of languages 

Student A: discuss why 
language diversity is 

important. Discuss ways to 
preserve rare languages.  

Student B: discuss the benefits 
of having fewer languages that 
more people can understand.  

Here’s what I think… I’m not sure… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Isolated Isolates  

Just like families have black sheep, language families have isolates, 
languages that are isolated, hard to categorise, and without close 
relatives. Japanese was once thought to be an isolate language, but is 
now thought to be part of the small and unique Japonic language 
family. Similarly, Sardinian, spoken on the island of Sardinia, is 
considered to be a Romance isolate.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Languages are alive 

Languages grow, change, and reflect their past. 
They give us clues about how people moved, 
interacted, and met in centuries past. Creole is 
a term used to describe somewhat sudden 
development of a new language, usually when 
two cultures encounter each other. French 
Creole, for example, blends African languages 
and French and evolved among African slaves in 
French territory. People also form dialects, or 
regional variations of a language.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


25 www.lingoda.com 

A big family tree 

We’ve only begun to explore the 7,472 known 
living languages! The diversity and history of 
language might make you pause the next 
time you try find a word’s translation. 
Learning English is not just language 
acquisition: you’re exploring the leaves of a 
complex and immense family tree!  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

Match the term to the description or example that fits best 

1. isolate 

Interaction between colonial 
settlers, African slaves, and native 
people developed the modern day 
Haitian tongue, which blends 
influences from French, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Taino, and West 
African languages.  

Mandarin is the most widely 
spoken language in the world. 
There are many variations with 
millions of speakers. For example, 
over 25 million people speak what 
they call Beijing Mandarin!  

I need to figure out what this word 
means in English. I’ll use an online 
dictionary.  

A language like Korean that has no 
clear relationship with other 
languages—it just doesn’t fit easily 
into the family tree.  

2. Creole 3. dialect 4. translation  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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2 
3 

1 

Dialects and languages 

A Creole is a new language that forms when cultures intersect.  
A dialect is a variation of a language based on geography or culture. 

 Discuss the questions below.  

Can you easily understand all speakers of your mother 

tongue? What about all English speakers?  

When does a dialect become its own language? What do you 

think is the difference between the two terms?  

Are there dialects in your mother tongue?  
 
Describe regional variations that exist and provide examples.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Language families 

By now you’ve read about the major language families.  
Can you order them by size?   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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There is an incredible diversity of languages in the world, with complex 
history and relationships. Write down six questions you have about 

historical linguistics, language families, and language diversity.  
Share your questions with your class.  

Scratching the surface 

I want to 
know… Why… 

I’m curious… How do we 
know… 

How many… What if… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Activity p. 11 
1c; 2a; 3d; 4a 
  
Activity p. 12 
Examples from the text include  
Latin, French, Spanish, Italian, English, German, Russian, Polish, Bengali, Punjabi, Hindi, and Urdu 
  
Activity p. 19 
Language Family 
Sino-Tibetan, Niger-Congo, Austronesian, Afroasiatic  
Living Language 
Chinese, Swahili, Yoruba, and Shona, Malay, Filipino, Arabic, Hebrew, Omoro 
Geographical Location  
China, Myanmar, Tibet 
Central Africa  
Indonesia, Philippines, Northern New Zealand, Madagascar   
Western Asia, Northern Africa  
  
Activity p. 25  
1d; 2a; 3b; 4c 
  
Activity p. 27  
c. Indo-European; a. Sino-Tibetan, d. Niger-Congo, b. Austronesian, g. Afro-Asiatic, e. Dravidian, f. 
Turkic  

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. An example of a Romance 
language is… 

2. Someone who studies 
phonology is interested in… 

3. A creole is a new language that 
develops… 

4. Living languages trace their 
roots to dead languages as well 
as… 

5. Using a family tree as a 
metaphor for how languages… 

a. regional or local variations of 
a language. 

e. To find the derivation of 
words in a language.  

d. Portuguese, spoken in 
Portugal and Brazil.  

c. shows how living languages 
are related to each other and 
to dead languages. 

b. When two cultures encounter 
each other and their 
languages blend. 

6. Etymologists study the origin 
and meaning of words… 

7. A dialect is a… g. proto-languages, which are 
usually reconstructed.  

f. the kinds of sounds used in a 
language.  

Find the match 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Is this correct? 

English is everywhere. It seems like everyone on earth speaks English! I’m 
pretty sure that, because English is so popular, all languages are connected 

to it somehow. 

Respond to the quote above, correcting any information that is 
incorrect. Write about 75 words.  

The quote above says… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Activity p 34 
1d; 2f; 3b; 4g; 5c; 6e; 7a 
 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 
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