Let's talk
about
languages!
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English
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NUMBER
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Goals

Can talk about language
diversity and how
multilingualism affects my
life.

Can use a wider variety of
more advanced idioms in
an extended conversation
about languages.
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Languages are a dynamic part of our
world, meaning that they change,
grow, and impact us in many different
ways. Living in a multilingual society
opens up new possibilities for learning
and exploring other cultures.
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Vocabulary review

bilingualism

language
acquisition

mastery

monolingualism

mediation
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historical
linguistics

origin

language
families



http://www.lingoda.com/

Sentences

Monolingualism means speaking one
¥ language fluently; bilingualism means
Y knowing two fluently.

Achieving mastery of a language is a .'«'ﬁ" )
challenge, and the process of language “;’
acquisition is hard.

One advantage of multilingualism is the
ability to mediate in situations where
many languages are being spoken.

The field of historical linguistics explores
the origins of living and dead languages
and sorts them into language families.
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Vocabulary review

idioms
perception abstract
influence cognition
Ilngu.ls!:lc command
relativity

linguistic
ability
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Sentences

Does language influence how we see the
world? The question of how far language
impacts our perception is fascinating.

Linguistic relativity explores this abstract

debate: does how we speak affect how we &
think? ¥

Cognition is the process by which we think
and make choices.

My linguistic ability has improved. I've [
learnt a lot of English and have a good t
command of the language, even its idioms!
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Multilingual Britain

To: <me>

Subject: Multilingual Britain

Good Afternoon,

We are pleased to select you as a speaker at this year's Multilingual Britain Celebration! This new
event honours the over 300 languages that are spoken throughout our country.

We'd like a speech that will really wow the audience and make them think about the power and
diversity of language! The theme of your speech should be the value of linguistic diversity.

We look forward to hearing your speech. Please call or write with any questions you may have.

Thank you (Danke! Gracias! Merci! Shukran!)
The Language Council of Bristol

You've been invited to speak on language diversity at Multilingual
Britain, a new event celebrating the many mother tongues of the UK.
Read the email, and complete the activities on the following slides.
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Getting started with a brainstorm

You decide to start with a brainstorm about the topic of linguistic
diversity. What ideas and examples come to mind?

Complete the brainstorm with ideas of your own.

penefits of
a
multilingual
Linguistic community
diversity
challenges
of
multilingual
community
o Where do
living languages
languages come
from?
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You decide to talk to your friend Farid, about his experience
with languages. Complete the conversation.

cognition target language

command mastery

Hey, I'm doing a speech on Multilingual Britain next weekend.

Can I talk to you about learning languages?

Oh, wow! | had no idea that your first language wasn't English.
Did it take a while to get really good at it? When do you think

you really had a of the language?

So really, full of English by five. Do you think

being bilingual affects how you think? What's that fancy

word...your ?

For sure. When you are jumping between languages and trying

to help others understand, it can get confusing.

bilingual perception
mother tongue mediate
Sure,  mean... | grew up basically . I spoke

Arabic at home, and learnt English starting at age three when |

went to nursery school.

Yeah! Arabic is technically my . | started

learning English when | was so young, | became fluent by the

time | started school.

That's hard to say. | know it affects how | see the world though.
| have a different of the UK as someone who

has had to between language and culture.

www.lingoda.com



http://www.lingoda.com/

Growing up multilingual

Farid talks about growing up bilingual.

Report on what he says about this experience and reflect on the
questions below.

Describe Farid's experience growing up bilingual. How did he
learn Arabic? How did he learn English?

What do you know about growing up bilingual? Did you or
someone you know grow up speaking two languages? Do you

know anyone raising children bilingually?

What are the benefits and challenges of raising bilingual

children?
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Understanding Idioms

1. Sorry that | was late! The traffic on the way to
work really drives me up the wall. Okay, so let’s
get started.

2. We're so glad you're both going to present. How
are you feeling about it? It's normal to have
butterflies in your stomach before a speech!
You both seem like you’re on the ball though.

3. We think this topic is pretty engaging for
students, teachers...all people really. We're not
sure how many people will come—your guess is
as good as mine!

4.  So, you'll both give your speeches, then we'll have
a musical performance. After that, there's going
to be food from around the world. The food will
be delicious. It's stuff that would cost an arm
and a leg at a restaurant.

You and another presenter, who is a native Farsi speaker, go to meet with the
director of the Language Council of Bristol. The director talks fast and uses quite a
few idioms. Read the sentences above and mediate the content for your friend.
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Understanding idioms

The director of the Bristol Council on Languages is a fast talker who
uses a lot of idioms. Help clarify the meaning of the following idioms for

your friend.
drives me up the have butterflies
wall in your stomach
costs an arm and your guess is as
aleg good as mine
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Idioms in your native language

What is an idiom
from your own
mother tongue?

Try to explain its
meaning in English.



http://www.lingoda.com/

Sharing facts

Time to get to business! You want to share some facts about language
diversity during your speech.

Share one interesting fact for each of the following topics.

The number and
variety of Many languages
languages will are at risk
surprise you.

Languages, like

humans, can be

organised into
families.

Languages form
when people
meet
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The value of linguistic diversity

While preparing for your speech, you encounter someone with a
different view on languages. Pick a side and complete the following role

play.

Explain why Ask questions about
linguistic diversity is the value of
valuable. linguistic diversity.
Student A: Linguistic diversity Student B: people in England
is beneficial, and should speak English! It is
multilingualism is a positive practically in our name, after

trait. all.
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Prepare your speech

You've been planning and discussing your speech for the Multilingual
Britain Celebration. Now it is time to organise your thoughts and talk!
Refer to your original brainstorm and the activities on slides 12 and 16.
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Lights, camera, action!

Deliver your brief speech on the value of linguistic diversity.

Recall any tips and tricks for public speaking to help you deal with
those butterflies in your stomach!
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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- Answer key
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Extra practise with idioms

1. You're barking up the wrong tree!
2. I'm at the end of my tether with you!
3. Maybe getting fired was a blessing in disguise.

4, She'sin afool’s paradise right now...I hate to tell her the truth.

a. You're making me feel really mad and annoyed!
b. She’s happy because she does not know the truth.
c. You're looking in the wrong place. You won't find what you want here.

d. It seemed terrible, but it might be good after all.
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Complete the sentences

o

Reflect on the diversity of languages and complete the
following sentences

1. My mother tongue is related to...
2. The biggest challenge of language acquisition is...
3. If someone was learning my mother tongue, | would tell them...

4, Languages can impact how we think and behave. Here's one example...

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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