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Goals 

■ Can read and understand 
the main points of a text 
about NGOs and 
cyberactivism. 
 

■ Can give my opinion on the 
role NGOs play in society. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Have you ever wanted to work in the 
not-for-profit sector?  

Let‘s read about non-government 
organisations (NGOs) and 

cyberactivism. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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faux pas 

referendum 

presumption 

candidate common          
market  

electorate promoting 
human rights 

to misconstrue 

Vocabulary review 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Words of Politics 

The referendum resulted in a ‘yes’ vote. 

The opening night began with an 
unforgettable faux pas. 

He presumed that I had understood 
him, but actually I hadn’t heard him 

properly. 

NGOs are a vital part of the promotion 
of human rights. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Words of Politics 

My electorate is very poor, so it is never 
prioritised during the elections. 

The meaning of the address was 
misconstrued and led to a long-lasting 
misunderstanding. 

The candidates were interviewed by the 
press in the days running up to the 

election. 

The referendum was about whether we 
would remain in the common market. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are NGOs? 

There are over 20,000 non-government organisations (NGOs) 
worldwide ranging from human rights and environmental protection 
organisations to organisations such as the International Cooperative 
Alliance, which has over one billion members. Non-government 
organisations typically do not aim to make a profit, but rather generate 
money that can be put towards a common interest or cause. The term 
non-government organisation was coined after the end of World War II 
when the United Nations was created, and today refers to 
organisations that are independent of governments that do not aim to 
make a profit from their activities.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are NGOs? 

As NGOs are not out to make money, they generally dedicate their 
work to causes such as education, international development, global 
health, and environmental protection. Non-government organisations 
are also sometimes referred to as not-for-profits. In some countries 
trade union and labour organisations are classified as NGOs. This 
makes it difficult to gain a precise estimate of how many NGOs 
operate worldwide. However, NGOs work at different levels of 
government right from the community level up to the international 
level. NGOs also have a much longer history than is often assumed.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are NGOs? 

With their roots in Enlightenment thinking and 
the ideals of liberty and equality, the most 
influential NGOs of the 18th and 19th centuries 
were anti-slavery groups, which lobbied 
governments with an abolitionist agenda 
influencing important legislation such as the 
British Slave Act of 1807. However, it was NGOs 
working within the peace movement that were 
first to announce an international agenda for 
their work. In the period before World War I, the 
number of NGOs operating worldwide rapidly 
expanded with nearly 400 organisations 
established to work on topics as diverse as 
animal protection, women’s rights, the 
proliferation of free trade, the promotion of 
literary and artistic goals, and peace and 
disarmament issues.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are NGOs? 

During this period NGOs were relatively 
successful in campaigning for new treaties in 
areas such as respect for copyright, the 
prevention of sex trafficking, and perhaps 
most obviously for women’s suffrage and the 
advancing of women’s rights. New Zealand 
was the first country to grant women the 
right to vote in 1893 influenced by the work 
of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
led by American, Mary Leavitt. In 1904, the 
International Women Suffrage Alliance was 
formed in Berlin, which aimed to promote 
human rights for women and girls around the 
world. Today, this organisation goes by the 
name of the International Alliance of Women 
and is one of the largest and most respected 
organisations working in the area of the 
promotion of the rights of women and girls. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Using words from the text 

agenda 

Can you think of any synonyms for these words?  
Create a few sentences related to the article using the words below. Try 

using a synonym! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How would you raise 
money if you were 

working for an NGO? 

What does coined mean 
in the context of this 

text? 
Do you think there is a 
better term for NGOs? 

Do you think trade and 
labour organisations are 

NGOs? 
Explain what a trade and 
labour union is and then 

give reasons for your 
answer. 

Can you name any 
NGOs in your country 

that have been 
successful in lobbying 
for important social or 

environmental changes? 

Discuss these questions 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Describe two NGOs that you know of and describe what they do, how 
they attract members, and whether you think their work is important. 

Remember to give reasons for your answer. 

What NGOs do you know of? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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NGOs and their tactics 

How do NGOs achieve their goals? As NGOs aim to influence action at 
different levels of government, their strategies vary accordingly. Some 
NGOs aim to directly influence governments by running educational 
campaigns. Others focus on media stunts to attract attention to their 
cause or try to directly stop something from happening through non-
violent direct action. Amnesty International is an example of a 
relatively large NGO that aims to draw attention to human rights 
abuses by conducting observations, research and through writing 
reports that demonstrate the prevalence of human rights abuses in 
countries where publicity will likely attract critical attention thereby 
placing pressure on governments to act.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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NGOs and their tactics 

Amnesty International is financed by its worldwide membership of 
supporters and has offices located all around the world. Alongside 
writing reports, Amnesty International also publishes media releases to 
coincide with public announcements, participates in public 
demonstrations and letter writing campaigns, as well as participating 
in public stunts designed to attract attention. As with most large 
organisations, Amnesty International is run by both employed staff and 
volunteers. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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NGOs and their tactics 

In contrast to Amnesty International, Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society is an example 
of an NGO that primarily uses direct action to 
draw attention to illegal whaling. Sea Shepherd 
aims to stop whaling in international waters and 
rather than focussing its funds and energy on 
writing reports, it operates nine vessels that 
disrupt whalers from hunting in the Southern 
Ocean. Most of Sea Shepherd’s lobbying occurs 
through the media attention it attracts by 
preventing whale kills and through the 
educational campaigns it runs both on-board and 
off-board its ships. Sea Shepherd is financed by 
its membership and through private donations 
and invests most of its funds into its direct 
action activities. Most of Sea Shepherd’s active 
members are volunteers; however, it also has a 
small number of paid staff. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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NGOs and their tactics 

At the other end of the spectrum are NGOs 
working in the area of international 
development who are often responsible for 
assisting people during famines and other 
natural disasters. With a large work force 
and a budget of around $900 million, World 
Vision works closely with international 
bodies such as the United Nations to deliver 
its world food programme.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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NGOs and their tactics 

The biggest NGOs worldwide achieve their goals through helping to set 
the international agenda for world development goals and shaping 
global responses to humanitarian disasters. As these examples 
show, NGOs cover a large spectrum of issues, vary enormously in size 
and capacity, and wield influence both with and without the 
cooperation of governments. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


19 www.lingoda.com 

Match the words with the phrases 

a. vessel 

2. A large ship or boat is also called 
a… b. wields influence 

c. prevalent 

4. An NGO with a lot of power… d. coincides 

3. When something happens at the 
same time as something else, it… 

1. When something is very common, 
it is… 

After you have matched the words with the sentences, make your own 
sentence using each word.  

Exchange your sentences with your classmates or teacher once you 
have finished. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
Do you support any NGOs? How do you think NGOs should raise 

money? Do you think some of them should receive government funds? 

NGOs 

Sea Shepherd is financed by its 
membership and through private 

donations and invests most of its funds 
back into its direct action activities. Most 
of Sea Shepherd’s active members are 
volunteers; however, it also has a small 

number of paid staff. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
What do you think about report writing as a strategy? 

Have you ever read a report by an NGO?  
Did it convince you to take political action? 

Reporting on human rights abuses 

 
Amnesty International is an example of a 

relatively large NGO that aims to draw 
attention to human rights abuses by 

conducting observations and research and 
through writing reports that demonstrate 
the prevalence of human rights abuses in 
countries where publicity will likely attract 

critical attention thereby placing pressure on 
governments to act.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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a b c 

Listening task 

Your teacher is going to read an extract to you.  
Write down what you hear them say. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? 
? 

? ? ? 

? 
? 

? 
? 

? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? 

? 

Direct action 

Do you think direct 
action is a legitimate 

political activity? 
What is the best way 
to draw attention to 
issues that are out of 

sight out of mind? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You work for a poverty relief NGO and to coincide with the release of a 
report you want to conduct a stunt that will gain media attention.  

What would you do to gain attention to the report?  

Attracting attention in a busy world 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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NGOs and criticisms 

Whilst NGOs do a lot of necessary work, some critics argue that too 
many expectations are placed on them. Even though they participate 
in agenda setting, lobbying, and educational campaigns, they still rely 
on private donations and internal systems of accountability to keep 
their organisations running. And, like any other type of organisation 
they can suffer from self-interested thinking and a lack of internally 
transparent democratic processes. If governments depend on NGOs 
in areas like international development and aid at the same time as 
members place too much trust in them, NGOs may end up facing the 
same problems as government organisations, but without the same 
level of accountability. As NGOs compete with one another for funding 
and support, this raises additional concerns about the way NGOs 
report on their work to their members and more generally make their 
activities known to the general public. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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NGOs and criticisms 

Even so, the NGOs have continued to expand 
across all areas of activism. In the age of the 
internet, cyberactivism has replaced many 
traditional forms of communication used for 
awareness raising. Some of the world’s most 
well-known activist movements have been 
aided by social media sites dedicated to social 
and political causes. Online petitions, in 
particular, have been incredibly successful in 
demonstrating just how many people support 
or reject government policies and are willing to 
stand up for change. Social media has also been 
a very successful vehicle for the naming and 
shaming of organisations that are doing the 
wrong thing. In an age of global media leaks, the 
internet has also provided activists with new and 
novel ways of being a direct action activist, which 
were not possible before the internet age. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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NGOs and criticisms 

NGOs play an important role in 
contemporary global society. However, just 
as it is difficult to give a single all-
encompassing definition of the term NGO, it 
is difficult to describe what NGOs do given 
that there are so many of them working on 
such a vast range of different topics at 
different levels of policy and influence. Yet 
for those interested in making a difference in 
the world, the NGOs offer the possibility to 
participate in programmes and activities that 
are aimed at making a real difference to 
people’s lives, not just in theory but in real 
day-to-day practise.  
 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What kind of things inspire you to donate money to NGOs? 

What’s important to you? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Assessing the benefits of NGOs 

Write two lists: Highlight the benefits of NGOs in the first list and in the 
second list write down any criticisms that you can think of or that are 

listed in the article that you agree with.  

Benefits Criticisms 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? 
? 

? ? ? 

? 
? 

? 
? 

? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? 

? 
NGOs increasingly 
play the role of an 

independent media 
watchdog, but who is 

keeping an eye on 
them?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write two paragraphs expressing your opinion about the criticisms of 
NGOs made in the article. What examples can you use to support your 

point of view? 

Addressing the critics of NGOs 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Activity p. 10 
ranging from – spanning from; disarmament – the reduction of weapons; precise 
estimate – exact figure; to declare – to announce; to dedicate – to be committed; 
classified – categorised as; legislation – law; as diverse as – as wide ranging as; the 
agenda – the plan; rapid growth – strong expansion; the promotion of – the 
advancement of; suffrage – right to vote. 
 
Activity p. 19 
1 – C, 2 – A, 3 – D, 4 - D 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/


35 www.lingoda.com 

In contrast to Amnesty International, Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society is an example of an NGO that primarily uses direct action 
to draw attention to illegal whaling. Sea Shepherd aims to stop 
whaling in international waters and rather than focussing its 
funds and energy on writing reports, it operates nine vessels that 
disrupt whalers from hunting in the Southern Ocean. Most of Sea 
Shepherd’s lobbying occurs through the media attention it 
attracts by preventing whale kills and through the educational 
campaigns it runs both on-board and off-board its ships. Sea 
Shepherd is financed by its membership and private donations 
and invests most of its funds into its direct action activities. Most 
of Sea Shepherd’s active members are volunteers; however, it 
also has a small number of paid staff. 

Transcription p. 22 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Practise using new words 

Write a sentence using each of these words from the lesson. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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–          □        × 

You have just seen a newspaper report that suggests that one 
of the NGOs you donate money to has started accepting money 
from an organisation involved in land clearing. Write a letter to 

the NGO, which you have supported for the last five years, 
expressing your concerns about their activities. 

Writing an email to a NGO 

To: 

Letter of complaint about recent donations 

To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am writing to express concern about the report released last night on the 
national TV that shows that the Environment Fund has been accepting donations 
from known land clearers. This leak came as a total surprise and I am very 
disappointed… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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