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Goals 

■ Can maintain a more in-
depth discussion on NGOs 
and their role in society 
 

■ Can give my opinions on 
various political institutions 
using appropriate 
vocabulary. 
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Let‘s review all of the topics covered in 
this unit.  

From the institutions of the EU to 
NGOs, there‘s lots to talk about when it 

comes to politics!  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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autocracy 

conservative 

monarchy 

referendum opposition 

progressive oligarchy 

coalition 

Language of politics 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Language of politics 

Conservative politicians vote for 
stability and are opposed to things that 
threaten this. 

Coalition governments must 
continually negotiate to get legislation 
through their parliaments. 

Progressives support changes for the 
social good and are not afraid of 

change. 

Referendums are one-off votes on 
special issues. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Language of politics 

A monarchy is headed by a king or a 
queen. 

An oligarchy is a small group of people 
who have the power and control in a 
government. 

An autocracy is a form of government 
where one person has absolute power. 

The opposition is the political party 
that is not in power. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Describe the political system in the 
country or countries you have lived 

in. What are its most democratic 
features? 

If you are all from the same country, 
have you ever lived under a 
different political system? 

Reviewing political systems 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Describing political systems 

What do you know about the political systems of these countries? Choose at least 
two and describe how you think voting occurs and how often, the main political 
parties, any important referendums you can remember, and important political 

similarities between your country and these countries.  

The United Kingdom Ireland 

The United States of America New Zealand 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What happens on the days running up to an election in your country 
and what is election day like? Do you have to wait in a queue to vote? 

Can you vote online? What do the voting forms look like? Have you ever 
been in another country on election day? Describe your experience. 

Describing election campaigns and voting 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Some countries have compulsory voting and others do not. 
Give at least two reasons to support your point of view. 

Do you think 
voting should 

be compulsory? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Discussing the European Union 

Based on what you have learnt in this unit, explain how the European 
Union works as a political organisation.  

In particular, discuss what these three institutions do.  

The European Parliament and Members of the European 

Parliament 

The Council of the European Union 

The European Commission 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The European Union is an example of an international democratically 
elected political institution. Do you think a similar kind of international 

government structure could happen in any other places in the world? 
Give reasons for your response and discuss other political institutions 

that work across borders. 

Discussing international governance   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are the main challenges facing international 
governance? Use some of the emphasising phrases shown 
below! 

The problem 
is.. 

It is critical 
that… 

It is ridiculous 
to… 

It is 
crucial… 

The reason 
why… 

Notice 
that… 

It is 
irresponsible 

to… 

The fact is… 

It is imperative that… 

It is irrelevant… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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One of the challenges facing international organisations is that they 
operate at a political level that ordinary citizens don’t have much 

access to. What would increase democracy and transparency in political 
organisations working with an international agenda? Discuss in relation 

to these four areas. 

How do international political organisations keep being 
democratic? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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International NGOs 

What do these NGOs do?  
Make a list of NGOs you are familiar with. What do they aim to achieve? 

How do they get funding? How do they attract members?  
What makes an NGO successful in your view? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The government of your country has just released a report showing 
that carbon emissions have increased rather than decreased over the 

last five years. With your teacher discuss how you would try and attract 
attention to this report. What strategies would work best? 

Working for an NGO 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Some NGOs work very closely with governments and in many cases do tasks 
that the government doesn’t have the resources to do.  

Is too much expected of NGOs in the field of international development? 

Criticisms of NGOs 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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NGOs and direct action  

Is direct action 
an effective 
campaign 
strategy? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Discuss this question 

Is the market the greatest 
predictor of international 

solidarity? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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In this unit, you have learnt 
about the European Union, 

NGOs, and different forms of 
government.  

If you had to write an article on 
international cooperation, what 
institution would you use as the 

best example of it? Why? 

International cooperation 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do you think? 

What types of 
things promote 

international 
cooperation? 

artistic sharing 
and research 
collaboration 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do you think about international solidarity? 

In this unit, we have looked at how to make and emphasise a point. 
Develop a 5-minute presentation on the topic of international 

solidarity. Include the following points in your response.  

Identify three reasons that support your 

argument. Discuss either a political institution or 

an NGO as an example. 

Outline a narrow thesis statement that expresses 

your point of view about international solidarity. 

At the end of your speech you will be asked 
questions. Think about what you will do to 
encourage them to ask you questions. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Final thoughts 

Do you have any 
final thoughts on 

the topic? 

We need more not 
less cooperation. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Reviewing what you have learned so far 

Based on what you have learned in this unit, make a list of words and 
or phrases that you remember from studying these topics.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Based on what you have learned in this unit, write two 
paragraphs on the types of things that promote democracy. 

Refer to the suggestions below to help frame your response and 
remember to use emphasising phrases to state your main 

points. 

What things promote democracy? 

regular 
elections and 

working groups 

a system that 
balances local 

and 
international 

responsibilities 

a parliamentary 
system that has 

referendums 

balancing the 
market 

economy with 
social needs 

a system of 
government 

that 
encourages 
coalitions 

a parliamentary 
system that 

encourages real 
debate 

There are many things that help 

promote democracy, but the most 

important is good political 

representation. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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