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| don't think you're old enough to
remember a time before smartphones.

You are looking at me as though | am

speaking a foreign language, but in the

past we used to have to use telephone
boxes to phone home on holiday!

Having said that, it's much more
convenient to use mobile phones.
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Preview and warm-up

This lesson is about clause structures with a main focus on comparative
clauses. However, we will also deal with other clauses!

What do you already know about comparative clauses?
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Comparative clauses: adjective + enough

B We can use enough as an adverb to modify an adjective or another adverb.

B We can also join two sentences together using enough + to infinitive.
B [amnotrich. | can't buy the house.
B [ am notrich enough to buy the house.

m However, when we use enough to make a comparative clause with an adjective
we have to make sure that both of the sentences we are going to join together are

either positive or negative.

m  You cannot make a clause with enough using a negative sentence with a
positive one!

m |amtired. | want to sleep for a week.
m | amtired enough to sleep for a week!

Note that enough comes after the adjective!
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Comparative clauses: + than + to-infinitive clause

B We can also make comparative clauses using than followed by to + an
infinitive clause.

It is better to get along with your
co-workers than to argue with
them.

We are happier to help you out
than to see you struggling.
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Grammar examples

B Still not sure exactly how to use these comparative clauses?

B Check out the examples below!

I'm hungry enough to eat that whole
cake!

=,

It is much harder to do the right thing
than to do the easy one.
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Making comparative clauses

Make clauses using the comparative clause adjective + enough.
Use the sentences on the cards below to start your clause.

She is p
ienced.
lam not rich, expert€
He was
- i re smart.
Persuasiye. We did {\O‘t like You a
it.
You dare n
ot e ,
qualifieq. M confident.
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Role-play: encouraging your employee

You are a manager of a company. One of your workers (played by your
teacher) is finding work quite challenging at the moment and is very
insecure. However, you see potential in him/her, so you want to
encourage him/her.

Y ¥

M Your teacher wil| say 10
negative things about
himself/herself.

| En'courage him/her by
Using some of the phrases
and structures you have
practised.

B e.g Of course you are smart
enoqgh. I'had difficulties with
my first project too!
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Than + to-infinitive clauses

Can you make comparative clauses with than followed by to + an
infinitive clause using the adjectives below?

You will have to switch them to the comparative form first!

p
easy stressful e
r)
o
P
happy difficult ‘
,
e
h
p It can be muc
harder tO dohthe
 , . o an
content sad right thing € :
e to do the ea Y
- one.
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Comparative clauses: Rather than + non-finite clause

B We can use the phrase rather than followed by a non-finite clause to make
comparisons, often to show that one is much more favoured than the other.

B | would like to work from home today rather than go into the office.

It's often possible to put
rather at the beginning Rather than go into the office, | would like to

of these clauses and still work from home today.
have the same meaning.

(]
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Comparative clauses: As if / as though + finite clause

B We can also make comparative clauses using as if or as though + a finite
clause.

B Thereis no difference in meaning when you use either.

Andrew looked at me as though I'd
just made a huge mistake.

Andrew looked at me as if I'd just
made a huge mistake.
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Making clauses about you!

Write ten statements about
yourself using the phrase rather
than followed by a non-finite
clause. Share these with your
class.

| want to get all the work done
now rather than stay late after
work.
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Practice makes perfect

Make a clause using each of the phrases together with rather than
followed by a non-finite clause.

pay more know now finish it today
SEJZTJTi%erS stay at home reschedule

find a better

keep it a secret candidate

find another job
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Using as if / as though + finite clause

Take inspiration from the photos below and make statements using as
if and as though + a finite clause for each!
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Other clauses

B We can also make clauses using verbs in the -ing form before the main clause.

B However, when making this type of clause it is really important that you make it
clear who the subject is!

Having a lot of experience in office
administration, | am confident | am
fit for this position.
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Using conditionals to make clauses

Knowing how to use conditionals such as unless or provided (that) in clauses is really
useful!

You can start a conditional clause with unless, or you can also use unless to join
the two parts of the clause together.

Unless something changes, | will see you at the airport at 12pm.
| will see you at the airport at 12pm unless something changes.

However, we do not use unless with impossible conditions. Nor do we use unless
and if together.

You can use provided (that) in place of if in clauses.
You can have a raise provided that you work extra hard.

.
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Relative clauses with whose

We use whose to introduce a relative clause that shows possession.

He's the man whose wife is a heart surgeon.
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Some more examples

Here are some more examples of the structures we have explored.

\_‘ Having so much money, | decided to give
- some of it away.

Unless my trial day goes terribly, | think
I've got the job.

You have a place on the course provided
that you pay the entrance fees on time.
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Practise making clauses using unless

Imagine you are a manager explaining the rules of your company to a
new employee. Using unless in the clause, come up with ten rules.

You cannot take more than two sick days
off unless you have a doctor’s note
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More practice making clauses

Imagine you are at the airport. Can you think of ten different clauses
that you might read around the airport that would use unless and/or
provided that?
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Thinking about what you have learnt

Think about all the clause
structures you have learnt in
this class.

Which did you find most
challenging and why?

Which do you think are most
useful to you?

Can you give examples of how
you will use them?
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Helping a friend

. o d

: i i i lly struggling with advance
iend is learning English, but is rea

Yourfrien comparative clauses! Can you help them?

Y Y

B Think of all the clauses

You have learnt in this
lesson.

B Explain to your friend
how they are used and
give examples of each.

W Try to be as detailed as
possible,
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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Homework writing activity

Write 6 sentences using the advanced clause structures listed
on the cards below.

@)

unless provided that ©
@)

O

@)

whose having said that ©
@)

@)

O

than + to- adjective + o
infinitive clause enough ©
@)

O

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Homework writing activity

o

Write a text of your choice and try to incorporate as many
comparative clauses in your text as you can!

Try to write at least 150 words!

OO0 00 0o 0o 0 0o 0 0O
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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