Witch hunts
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Can read, listen to and
understand a lengthy text
about the history of witch

hunts.

Can express more complex
ideas related to
persecution, people and
events in history.
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Witch hunts were a feature of life in
the early modern period in Europe and
the USA. Many innocent people were
killed in an attempt to stamp out black
magic.
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Witches

There are many children’s stories about witches. Can you think
of any?
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Witch hunts

Have you heard about
witch hunts and witch
trials in the early modern
period? What do you know
about them?
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New words

ailment Ailment is an old-fashioned word for illness.

to eliminate To eliminate means to get rid of, delete, or stamp out.
advent The advent of something is the beginning.
convent A convent is connected to the church and is where nuns live.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

New words

to incorporate

to align

inherently

provision

To incorporate means to include something, or to make it part of
something.

If you align yourself with someone or something, you give them your
support.

Inherently denotes a permanent or essential characteristic.

Provision is the act of supplying something.
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Witch hunts

Witch hunts were a feature of European and North American life in
the Early Modern period. Between 1450 and 1750, an estimated
35,000-100,000 people were killed under suspicion of witchcraft.

For hundreds of years before the fifteenth century, the church had
tried to stamp out a belief in witches, which was associated with
paganism and the rural, uneducated poor. The church failed to
eliminate belief in witches entirely and eventually chose to
incorporate them into their teachings, aligning them with both
pagan beliefs and the devil. With the church now acknowledging the
existence of, and condemning, witches, people began to hunt and
persecute those people believed to be practising black magic.
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Witch hunts

Over seventy percent of those accused of witchcraft were women,
and many were elderly and widows who had no one to defend them.
Often they were women who gave out herbal remedies for ailments,
though truly no one was safe from accusation. There were several
ways of proving that someone was a witch. One of the most well-
known was by drowning: if a person immersed in water sank they
were innocent, if they floated they were a witch. Another method was
by searching for the mark of the devil on the person, by stripping and
shaving them and looking for marks on their bodies. Punishments for
witchcraft included hanging, burning at the stake, and beheading.
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Vocabulary

Using vocabulary from the text, fill in the gaps.

1. During the Early Modern period, the Church

wanted to pre-Christian
traditions, such as

2. Those who lived in areas,
away from the cities, were more likely to
believe in :

3. were often targets of

accusations of witchcraft, along with those
who gave out

4, and were ways
to test if someone was a witch.
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Over to you

Answer these questions with your teacher.

Why do you think the rural, uneducated poor were more likely to

believe in witches? What other superstitions may they have held?
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Over to you

Answer these questions with your teacher.

Why do you think the rural, uneducated poor were more likely to

believe in witches? What other superstitions may they have held?

Why do you think most of those accused of witchcraft were women?
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Over to you

Answer these questions with your teacher.

Why do you think the rural, uneducated poor were more likely to

believe in witches? What other superstitions may they have held?

Why do you think most of those accused of witchcraft were women?

What do you think of the tests for determining whether someone

was a witch?
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Witch hunts

Did anything in
the text
surprise you?
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Get ready to listen

The next few slides will focus on
training your listening comprehension
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Listening activity

As you listen to your teacher read, make notes and get ready to
answer the following questions.

1. Between which years did the European witch trials reach their peak?

2. Besides the Church, what other factors contributed to the witch trials?

3. The text describes the witch trials as a form of release. Release of
what?

4. How does the text describe attitudes towards women at the time?

5. The text names 3 potential reasons for the disappearance of the witch
trials. What are they?
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Vocabulary

You heard all of these words in the listening. Do you know what they
mean? Why did you hear them in relation to witch hunts?

enlighten™e™
Mass hysteria

nun executed
inherently

to beg peak
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Witch hunts

Answer these questions related to the listening text.

1. Why do you think witch hunts reached their
peak in the seventeenth century?

2. What other episodes in history have been
the cause or result of mass hysteria?

3. Salem has become a tourist spot. Why do
you think this is? Would you be interested in
visiting?

4.  What do you think may have been the

consequences of so many executions in a
short space of time in a small town?
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Witch hunts

Of the reasons for witch hunts put forward in the text, which
do you think is the most likely to be true?

Do you know any other reasons?
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Reasons for decline

Which of the three theories, as to why witch hunts declined in
the nineteenth century, do you think is the most credible?

Do you know of any other theories?
Can you think of any other reasons?

greater understanding of illness

the provision for
Enlightenment the poor
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Witch trial activist

Imagine that witch trials are still taking place today in your country, in
your very town. You have started a movement against this
discriminatory and dangerous behaviour. While it's risky for you, your
campaign is gaining a following and you want this reign of fear to be
over. You are going to make a speech at a protest you have organised;

draft out what you will say.

Y Y

Be as persuasive as
possible

Mention the injustices
your town has been
putting up with for
centuries

Suggest some ways to
move forward and abolish
tflmlese laws once and for
all.
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Reflect on the lesson

Take a moment to review any new
vocabulary, phrases, language
structures or grammar points you have
come across for the first time in this
lesson.

Review them with your teacher one more
time to make sure you don't forget!
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- Transcription

'A1Nuad yiuaaysia

9Y1 Ul ecdWY YuoN pue adoini woudy pajeaddesip syjuny

YoM eyl Jueaw A1a120s Jo siaquuiaw Jaiood Joj uoisinoad usaas pue
‘SSaU||l JO Sulpueisiapun 421199 e ‘Juswualysdijul ayl JO JusaApe syl
1Nqg ‘uodn paaJide 10U aJe sJuNy YoM JO aUlPap aY) J0J suoseal ay |

‘A9 AjJuaiayul se awos AQ US3S 9J9M

USWIOM Se ‘paingliluod aAey os|e Aeul ‘SJUSAUOD PasO|d WOJ) sunu Jo
9Sea|aJ 9yl pue a3elliew Jo 93e 93 JaAe 9] Ul 9SIJ B 01 9Np ‘USWIOM
palliewun Jo siaquinu JagJe ‘ajdoad asayy 1suiede dn 1jing uoIsua)
|BIDOS 93 9sea|aJ 01 Aem e aJam sjuny YoM 1eyl paisadsns uaaq

sey 1l pue ‘sunoqygiau Jiayl wod) 3uidsaqg Jo |e1posiiue 3uiag Jo)
Sa)IUNWWOd J1ay) ul sejndodun auam pasndde asoyy Jo Aue yaanyd
oY1 Aj[dwiis puoAaq s208 254n0d JO SIUNY YdIM Y3 JO Sasnhed ay ]

"}JBJOY)IM
0] Pa1Ngline aJaMm YdIym ‘suoinioluod Apoq pue syl ao\qekmnuoaun
pue JU3|OIA pue 3uiweaJlds se Yyons swoldwAs jensnun

UM pa1d1jJJe a1am wajes Jo a3e||IA 931 ul 9|doad se ‘Jeak e Jano 1sn|
J0 92eds ayy ul paindaxa a4am a|doad Ajuami ‘el11sAy ssew Jo ased
e Ul 'S069| @Yl Ul wajes 1e pauaddey s|eln yzim snowej 1sow ay
‘esswy YuopN Ul ‘Auewlan ul Suiuaddey sauny Snoliojou 1sow ayl
JO WS Y1IM ‘SaYDd1IM paiuny S1ue1salodd pue saljoyied yiog ‘0£91

LD

www.lingoda.com



http://www.lingoda.com/

- Answer key
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Match the beginnings and the endings

1. 70% of those killed on... a. one cause of witch hunts.

2. The church aligned black

: b. were often targeted.
magic...

3. It was the rural, uneducated

poor c. with the deuvil.

4. Those who gave out herbal

T d. the Salem witch trials.
5. Mass hysteria prompted... e. helped eliminate witch hunts.
6. Begging by neighbours is f. suspicion of being witches
thought to be... were women.

7. The advent of the

Enlightenment g. who often believed in witches.
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Make full sentences with the words below

Mmethod Church belief
Drowning
witeh test Witches *tamp oy
Symptoms Salem Provision stop
skin rickin
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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