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Goals 

■ Can identify and explain 
the reasons behind the 
differences in accent of the 
English language. 
 

■ Can present my own 
experiences and ideas 
about different accents in 
depth. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Have you ever travelled to an English 
speaking country before? How did you 

find the people’s accent there? Or 
maybe you use English at work with 
non-native speakers. Is it difficult to 

understand the different accents 
amongst your colleagues? Everyone 

has an accent when they speak English, 
in this lesson you’ll find out more about 

accents! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How many different English 
speaking countries can you 

name? Which have you visited? 
Where would you most like to 

visit, and why? 

English speaking countries 

http://www.lingoda.com/


5 www.lingoda.com 

Do you watch a lot of films or 
television programmes in English? 
Which are your favourites? How do 

you find the accents? Tell your 
teacher the story of your favourite 

film or TV programme. 

Film and television 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Quiz time! 

Listen to your teacher’s 
accent. Can you guess 

where they come from? 
Ask questions to find out 
more about their accent! 

family 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What’s your mother tongue?  
Tell your teacher about the different accents in your language.  
Does social class, education or geographical location have a big 

impact on the various accents? 

Accents around the world 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Different accents of the English language 

Did you know that it’s actually impossible to speak a language without 
an accent? When we talk about accents we are simply talking about 
the various ways in which different people pronounce words. So, 
actually, everyone has an accent when they speak a language. Some 
accents, however, may be stronger than others! 
  
There is a great deal of variety when it comes to accents, and there are 
a lot of different factors that affect how your voice will sound when 
speaking. Accents can vary according to where you come from, how 
you learned the language, and can sometimes even cause listeners to 
make an assumption about your background and social class. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Different accents of the English language 

 
For non-native speakers of English struggling to make sense of the 
plethora of different English language accents, it can be one of the 
most challenging aspects of learning English. Perhaps it might be of 
some comfort to learn that you’re not alone; even amongst native 
speakers of English some difficulties can arise when it comes to trying 
to make sense of different English accents. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Different accents of the English language 

When it’s not your mother tongue it can be 
difficult to hear the difference between very 
specific regional accents but most people can 
hear a difference between, for example, an 
American and a British English accent.  
 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Different accents of the English language 

Of course, even this distinction is quite hard to draw considering the 
vast quantity of more specific different regional accents within the 
British Isles and North America. One of the most noticeable general 
differences between the American and British accents is their 
pronunciation of the letter r. In American English, this letter tends to 
be pronounced in every word, but in British English it’s mostly only 
pronounced when it’s the first letter of a word. Practise saying there 
in both accents. Can you hear the difference? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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accent pronunciation 

assumption plethora 

Vocabulary review – check the words with your teacher 

distinction 

to arise 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Understanding accents 

Tell your teacher about your experience with different accents of the 
English language. Which accents are you familiar with? Are there some 
you find easier than others to understand? How often do you get the 

chance to speak English - is it with native or non-native speakers? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ “ 
Read the controversial statement below. Most English teachers would 
disagree with this statement. Can you think why? What do you think is 
most important when it comes to learning a foreign language? What is 
the purpose of language learning? Ask your teacher for their input too. 

How important are accents? 

If you don‘t have a good accent you may as well not say 
anything. Having a good accent is the most important thing 

when it comes to language learning. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The next few slides will focus on  
training your listening comprehension 

Get ready to listen 

http://www.lingoda.com/


16 www.lingoda.com 

Listen and list 

Scottish accent RP accent 

As you listen to your teacher, note down the different things 
mentioned about the two accents referred to in the text. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Imagine you have a friend who knows nothing about language 
learning or accents but is curious about finding out more. 

Explain to them what an accent is and tell them in your own 
words about the text you have just read and heard. Use the 

lists you made in the previous activity to help you! 

What can you remember? 

accent different 

English 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ “ 
Do you agree or disagree with the quote about Received Pronunciation 
below? Decide whether you are for or against this idea and debate your 

side with your teacher. 

Discuss 

        Received Pronunciation is the way of the future. 
People who can‘t speak clearly and universally should have 
to take classes and shouldn‘t be let on TV unless they can 

make themselves understood by everyone. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The texts talk about how some 
Scottish television programmes 
were subtitled when broadcast 
in England. Do you use subtitles 

when you watch films or 
television? How do you find 
them helpful for language 

learning? In your home country, 
are films dubbed or subtitled? 

What do you prefer? 

Subtitles 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Imagine you are a teacher of your native language. Your 
student is very worried about their accent when they speak. 

How would you advise and reassure them? What do you think is 
most important when it comes to language learning? 

Communication is key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Use your work from the last activity to complete the 
dialogue. Then read it out and continue it with your teacher. 

I was so excited to learn Spanish at first, but I haven‘t been able to get 

the hang of rolling my tongue – I can‘t do it and it‘s the most 

important part of speaking the language! 

Hey, you‘re forgetting that there‘s a lot more to any language than 

just one sound. It might be important, but so is vocabulary – and 

enthusiasm! 

I know, but I‘m feeling disheartened...I‘m thinking of giving up Spanish 

and starting something else instead. 

Don‘t say that! Have you tried... 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Misunderstanding someone’s 
accent can sometimes lead to 

communication problems. Have 
you got any funny stories of 
times you misunderstood 
someone because of their 

pronunciation or accent? What is 
the best thing to do if you’re 
finding it hard to understand 

someone’s speech? 

Miscommunication 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Reflect on the lesson 

Take a moment to review any new 
vocabulary, phrases, language 
structures or grammar points you have 
come across for the first time in this 
lesson. 

 
Review them with your teacher one more 
time to make sure you don’t forget! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 16 
Another accent that can give non-native and native speakers trouble is the 
Scottish accent. Funnily enough, in the United Kingdom, there have even been 
occasions when films or television programmes produced in Scotland have 
had to be broadcast with subtitles in other parts of the country! Though it’s 
not all bad news for the Scottish accent, as it's also frequently been voted one 
of the friendliest accents in the world. 
  
Another English accent that you might have already heard about is received 
pronunciation, or RP for short. It’s also sometimes nicknamed “the Queen’s 
English”. The RP accent is distinctive in that it doesn’t give anything away 
about the speaker’s geographic background, nevertheless it does give some 
clues about their social status and education. The RP accent is a method of 
pronunciation that is taught and very much encouraged amongst the elite and 
very privileged circles of the British Isles. 
  
When it comes to accents, the best advice is probably not to worry too much 
about having a perfect English accent. Every accent is unique and special, and 
should be cherished as a mark of our great diversity on this planet. Instead, 
it’s better to concentrate on having fun listening to and getting to know such a 
wide variety of different sounds and ways of speaking! 

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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+ 

– 

How did you find this lesson?  
Which parts did you find most challenging and which were 

easiest? Which parts did you enjoy the most? 
 Give your feedback here. 

Homework evaluation activity 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The different accents of the English language can be hard to get used 
to. Are there many different accents in your native language? Write 

about them here and give advice to someone trying to learn your 
mother tongue, what do you think is the best way to get familiar with 

different accents in a foreign language? 

All about accents 

    

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 
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