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Can read, listen to and
understand a more
detailed text on
personalised algorithms.

Can give an extended
opinion as to whether the
personalisation of search
engine results is a good or
a bad thing.
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It has been said that no man is an
island, but at the same time we seem
to be increasingly isolating ourselves
from anyone who disagrees with us.
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Social media and the news

How much of your news comes
from social media?

What other sites do you use to
get your news?
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Search engines

Which search engine do you use on the internet?
Do you only access one?
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A polarised society

Answer these questions.

Many people say we live in a polarised society. Do you think

this is true in your country?

How often do you meet people with opposing views to you?

Do you think TV news channels in your country are biased?
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Filter bubbles

The phrase filter bubble was coined in 2010. Over the past year it
has been almost impossible to escape the concept. So what is it
exactly?

As we increasingly consume news via social media, we are falling
prey to the filter bubble. Algorithms on social media platforms
automatically feed us news which aligns with our preferences. The
platforms not only know our preferences from what we write about
ourselves, but also from our whole internet history: everything we
read and comment on directs what we will be shown next. The result
is that certain views are filtered out of our news feed, and the news
we get is increasingly one-sided. The user has significantly less
contact with opposing viewpoints, the consequence of which is
intellectual isolation.
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Filter bubbles

Searches for, and awareness of, the term filter
bubble escalated in 2016. This coincided with a
greater awareness of fake news.

Consumers are becoming progressively more
aware of the fact that we are being fed news
rather than searching for it ourselves. Are they
using this to their advantage?
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Fill in the gaps

Fill in the gaps with words from the text.

coining aligned fall prey algorithms
1. Elderly people are apt to to
thieves.
2. Alan Freed is credited with the
term rock and roll.
3. Social networks use to predict if
fans of one site will like a similar one.
4. John himself with his friends

against a common enemy.
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Filter bubbles

Were you aware of the term
filter bubble before reading
this text?

Why do you think it came to
prominence when it did?
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Algorithms

Have you noticed that when
you g0 on a search engine or
on social media, you are
mainly shown thinﬁs that you
agree with?

Does this bother you?
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Intellectual isolation

Discuss some of the consequences of intellectual isolation.

polariSatiOn
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Your preferences

In what ways might it be useful when internet search results
are aligned with your preferences?

shopping music

films games
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Get ready to listen

The next few slides will focus on
training your listening comprehension
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True or false?

TRUE

FALSE

1. The effects of the filter bubble are certain.

2. Studies have found the impact of algorithms to be
negligible.

3. We are three times more likely to befriend someone
on social media with the same political views as us.

4. To correct your bias you should start with looking at
a completely opposing viewpoint.

5. Fact-checking sites test the truthfulness of what you
are reading.
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Vocabulary

Match the vocabulary from the text with their synonyms below.

. . a
yeracdlty r\eg\‘\g\b\e den
Partiality
truthfulness
bias slant debatable
widen arguable nsignificant skew
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Are we skewing our perspective?

Do you think it is true that algorithms are widening the divisions in
society, or are we doing it ourselves by choosing to skew our
perspective?
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Generational divides?

How much difference
do you think there is
between our
grandparents choosing
one type of newspaper
and us getting one type
of news on the
internet?
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Breaking through the filter bubble

Do you try to break out of your filter bubble?
In what ways do you do this?
Do you think the suggestions in the text make sense?

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

What do you think?

On balance, do you think it is a
positive or a negative thing that
we exist in a filter bubble?

Do you think there will be a time
when we do not have filter
bubbles?

Do you think filter bubbles existed
in the past?
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Search the internet

| think the effect is | .
v Try an experiment with your classmates
because... or teachar.

Search for The USA’ and see if you get
different results from each other.

We have huge differences in our results...
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Reflect on this lesson

Take a moment to review any new
vocabulary, phrases, language structures
or grammar points you have come across
for the first time in this lesson.

Review them with your teacher one more
time to make sure you don't forget!

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

- Transcription

*S2131j0d pue S31314g3]9d ‘SIdIP WO} S21d0) SNOLIBA UO

saAndadsiad asiaAIp uILIUOD pue 3|qgqnq 43|l 9yl Wou) Aeme yealq 01 paugdisap
AJj1eo14109ds aJe S19119|SMau aWw oS *341] JNOA 01ul smala Suisoddo aiesodiodul 01 Aem
Jayijoue s| S19119|SMau |lew 4o dn Suludis ‘uipeas a4e NoA smau ay) Jo AJDeIdA
931 1591 ued noA 1eyy os a|gejieae sdde pue sa11s Sudayd-10e) 0S|e aJe 43yl ‘seiq
JnoA 1224402 031 Au3 01 saus 1y3i-Jey 01Ul Yy3ieJls yaune| J0u pjnoys nok 3uiues|-1ya|
9Je NOA JI ‘'SNY3 :MOJS 14e1S 01 SI PaJa4J0 3dIApPe Jo 9231d IsJ1) 3YL ) Y3noay yeauq ol
op ued Aay3 s3ulyl u1r1Iad aJe a3yl ‘9|qqng Ja3jl} 9Yl In0ge SNOIISU0D aJe SIIsN §|

‘wiy3raog|e ue Jo 3Nk 9Y3 10U S| 1l pUe ‘SIA|9SINO0 JUSIU0D 31 SUIMI)S dJe

9M 1BU1 SUBSW YDIYM ‘SMIIA JNO SJBYS OYM SUOSWOS PUSII}DQ 01 A|9yI1] 240W Sawn
JNoJ 2Je oM ‘eipawl |BID0S JO 35ed 9yl Ul ‘aJowiayiind 3)qi8i8au si suoisensiad
|e2131j0d JUSJ34JIP JO SIBSN J0J SINSSJ YdJeas Ul 92UJa4)IPp 9Y3 eyl punoy aney
S9IPNIS U1R1ISI “JASMOH ")l PULRISISPUN 01 3|ge 3] JIA3U [|IM M Julodmaln S)1soddo
9Y1 JO Sulyiou Jeay am Usym ‘uspim 03 A13120S papIAlp Apead|je ue Ul SUOISIAIP
3uisned aJe Asy 1ey1 aA31j2q swWosS "ajqensae aie 3|qqng 4|1} 9Y1 JO S1294J 9y

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

- Answer key
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Unscramble

ays
. Do you think have alway
existed of
a new are they
filter pbubb!€> | phenomenon?

e always

a Are

filte
negative "bubbles

thing?
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0‘ Writing

Choose one of the questions on the previous page and answer it
in about 120 words.
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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