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Goals

■ Can read and understand a 
text about work in the UK

■ Can discuss the advantages 
and disadvantages of 
different work cultures.

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do you know about the culture 
at work in the United Kingdom?

What would be your ideal work
culture?

http://www.lingoda.com/
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employer

colleague

advantage

employee break

office drop off 

flexi-time

Vocabulary review slide
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Culture at work

My colleague Janice comes from 
Ireland.

I like to read a magazine during my 
break.

One advantage of working from home 
is not having to travel to work.

An employer is the person or company 
that employs you.

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Culture at work

It’s possible to work flexi-time at my 
office.

I drop off my children at school in the 
morning.

I work in a very big and modern office.

The company has 15 employees.

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Culture at work in the UK

In the United Kingdom the normal working week 
runs from Monday to Friday. If you work full-
time then the usual working hours are from 9am 
until 5pm. However, in recent years some 
employers have started offering their employees 
the option of working flexi-time. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Culture at work in the UK

Flexi-time means that the employee has a little 
flexibility when it comes to what time they start 
and end their working day. The employee still has 
to work the same number of hours in a working 
week. Flexi-time is particularly appealing to 
employees who have a family. Parents have time 
to drop off their children at school in the morning 
and go to work afterwards, or to go to work 
earlier and collect their children after school.

I wish I had flexi-time!

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. In the UK a normal working day is from 9am to _______________.

2. Employers started to introduce flexi-time _______________.

3.     Employees doing flexi-time _______________ have to work the same number of hours 
in a working week.

4. Flexi-time appeals to _______________.

Multiple choice

a. 5pm b. 6pm c. 5.30pm d. 4pm

a. many years 
ago

b. a few years ago c. yesterday
d. a very long 

time ago

a. sometimes b. always c. never d. often

a. children b. families c. old people d. all employees

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are the normal working 
hours in your home country?

What are your working hours?

If you could choose, what would 
be your ideal working hours? 

Working hours

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What is flexi-time? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of flexi-time, for
the employee and for the employer?

Flexi-time

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Working options

Thanks to the internet, it’s become possible for 
many employees in the UK to work from home. 
However, this isn’t possible for all kinds of jobs; 
doctors, school teachers and dentists don’t have 
this option. Working from home has a lot of 
advantages, but one thing that some people miss 
is the office culture. 

If you work from home then you don’t have a 
great deal of contact with your colleagues and 
some people can find it a little lonely. For other 
people it can be very useful, especially if you live 
in the countryside. It can save people long and 
tiring journeys to work. It can also allow them to 
spend more time with their family and friends, or 
even take up hobbies outside of work. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Working options

In the UK, many offices have a friendly office 
culture. It’s common to be on first name terms 
with your colleagues and to know some basic 
details about their family life and background. 
Some bigger offices have staff canteens where 
workers can eat together on their lunch break. 
Most smaller offices will, at least, have a staff 
room with some kitchen facilities. Employees will 
often take their breaks in the staff room, where 
they can heat up their food in the microwave. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Working options

A lot of people like to get out of the office for 
lunch. If there are cafes or shops close by, this is 
a good excuse to go for a walk!

Sandwiches are the most popular kind of food for 
lunch in the UK because you can eat them on the
go. You will see them for sale in many places in 
the UK. Most people will eat them with a packet of 
crisps or some fruit. 

Can I have a cheese and 
tomato sandwich to
take away, please?

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Look at the words below from the text. 

What did the text say about these things?

Check your memory

canteen
friendly office

culture
microwave

countryside sandwich
first name

terms

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Read the sentences from the text on the cards below. 

Compare them with the culture at work in your home country. 
Are things the same or different? Do you like these things? 

Time to compare

Sandwiches are the most popular kind of food for lunch.

It’s common to be on first name terms with your 
colleagues and to know some basic details about their 

family life and background.

Thanks to the internet it’s become possible for many 
employees to work from home.

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Would you like to work from home? 

What would be the pros and cons of working from home for 
your job and personal life?

Working from home

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Get ready to listen

The next slide will focus on your listening comprehension.

http://www.lingoda.com/
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abc

Dictogloss

Write down what you hear your teacher say about work culture in the 
UK.

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Socialise

In some offices, especially where there is a good 
working atmosphere, colleagues might also 
socialise together. Often employers will organise 
bigger social events for employees for special
holidays such as Christmas. Employees do not 
have to attend these events, but a lot of people 
look forward to them and enjoy the chance to 
relax and have fun with their colleagues.

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps

Think about what you have just heard and read. Then fill in the gaps.

British people prefer _______________ to 
coffee. You will always find a _______________ 
in a British office. Colleagues might also 
sometimes bring _______________ or 
_______________ to share on their 
_______________. In friendly offices, 
colleagues might also eat _______________ 
together. At Christmas time there will often 
be a _______________ .

lunch

tea break

cakes

kettle

party

tea

biscuits

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1

Culture at work

Think about the text you have just heard and read.

Can you think of at least five facts you have learnt about 

British culture at work?

http://www.lingoda.com/
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2
1

Culture at work

Think about the text you have just heard and read.

Now think about your home country. In what ways is the 
working culture similar to the British culture at work? In 
what ways is it different? 

Can you think of at least five facts you have learnt about 

British culture at work?

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Differences

What are the main 
differences between the 

working culture in the UK 
and your home country? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.

yes no

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Reflect on the goals

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?

+

+

–

– If you have time, go over 
the most difficult slides again

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Reflect on this lesson

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 9 

1a, 2b, 3b, 4b

Exercise p. 21

tea, kettle, cakes, biscuits, tea break, lunch, party 

Answer key

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 19

Another important part of working culture in the UK is the teabreak. 
Some employers allowa shortbreakfor workers in the morning and 
afternoon. Often the time you can take this break is quite flexible, unless 
you work somewhere where your break must be coordinatedwith other 
employees.

People in the UK love to drink hot drinks. Coffee is popular, but the 
nation’sfavouritedrink is a cup of tea. In every workplace in the UK 
there will be a kettleto boil water and some tea bags, milk and sugar. 
Sometimes workers will also bring cakes or biscuits to work to share with 
their colleagues.

Transcription

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What is the work culture in your home country like? Is it similar 
or different to the work culture in the UK? Try to write at least 

200 words about the work culture in your home country!

Homework writing activity

http://www.lingoda.com/
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– □ ×

You would like a few things changing in your office and feel this 
would really help the work culture. Write to your manager and 

ask for the changes you would like to be made. This could be 
flexible working or tea in the kitchen!

Suggestions

mymanager@myjob.lingoda

Suggestions for change

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Who are we?

Why learn English online?

What kinds of English classes do we offer?

Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!

This material is provided by

About this material

http://www.lingoda.com/
http://www.lingoda.com/about-us
https://www.lingoda.com/online-language-course
http://www.lingoda.com/english/how-it-works
http://www.lingoda.com/english/teacher
https://www.lingoda.com/english/certificate
http://www.lingoda.com/blog
http://www.lingoda.com/

