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Can identify and explain
the structure of a book
review.

Can write a short review of

a book and give my own
opinion and my own
recommendations.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Writing a book review should
encourage the reader to read the
book.

Or, if you hated the book, it is your
chance to discourage everyone from
reading it.
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Preview and warm-up

B In this lesson you are going to learn how to write a book review.

What an intriguing plot.
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A book review

B Below are some points to keep in mind when writing a book review.

You should share some facts about the
book, but it is very important to put
your opinion into a book review.

A review should be written in a neutral
or friendly style, and it should keep the
reader interested.

Give the reader a recommendation at
the end.

Don't spoil the ending of the book!
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The first paragraph

B The first paragraph of a book review is like an introduction.

B Below are some points that you might include in this first paragraph.

Introduction

The title of the book and the author

The genre of the book (romance/sci-fi)

The setting

The main character

Use adjectives to show your opinion
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The main paragraphs

B Inthe main paragraphs you should go into more detail about the book.

B Itisimportant to be descriptive and not just to tell the plot of the book here.

Plot Briefly tell the reader about the plot.
Again, keep it brief and mention only the
Characters main characters or your favourite
character.
. Where and when is the book set and what
Setting

impact this has on the story.

How well is it written and what you

The writing particularly like about the author.

Don't only be positive. Include at least one

A criticism . .
criticism.
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The final paragraph

B The final paragraph acts as a conclusion for your review.
B Look at the points below for what you should include.

Include an overall assessment of
the book.

Say what impact the book has had
on you.

Give your recommendation to the
reader.
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Vocabulary review

classical

contemporary novella

autobiographical short story

>

folk tale prose

satirical
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Vocabulary review

Classical literature often refers to
literature from Ancient Greece or
Rome.

literature.

A novella is shorter than a full-length
novel.

Many authors write autobiographical
novels about their life story.
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Vocabulary review

. "'_‘_‘:

)
&2 dl Authors of short stories often compose
Y '! them into a longer book.

(¥

The two main narrative styles are prose
7 and poetry.

Satirical pieces criticise or make fun of
ideas in a funny way.
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Fill in the gaps

Fill in the gaps with words from the previous pages.

1. A is shorter than a novel but
longer than a short story.

2. Stories which criticise and poke fun at
current events are

3. Literature from Ancient Greece, such as The
Odyssey, is called

4. An old story passed down orally is called a

5. Novels which are about the author
themselves are called

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Complete the sentences

Complete the sentences with your own ideas.

1. Afamous folk tale from my country is...
2. Autobiographies interest/do not interest me because...
3. Acollection of poetry that | like is...

4, | prefer short stories/novels because...
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Writing

What is your favourite genre to read and why?
Write three reasons here and then compare with your teacher.
Can they convince you to try reading a new genre?

romance horror
crime sci-fi
non-fiction autobiography
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Vocabulary review

protagonist

narrator straightforward
complex detailed
motivation conflicts

resolved
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Vocabulary review

The protagonist is the main character
and drives the action.

Lots of novels have a narrator to give
the reader more information.

/‘ . "~ Romance novels often have
" straightforward plots.

[

=t

It is confusing for the reader to have an .@j
overly complex plot. * » {
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Vocabulary review

o N T~

A review should not give a detailed
account of a book’s plot.

It is important for the reader to know
the main character’'s motivation.

By the end of the book, the conflicts are 5= *
usually resolved. W
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Writing

Write answers to these questions.

Do you prefer a novel with a
straightforward or a complex plot?

Is it important to you that conflicts are
resolved at the end of the book?

Have you ever read a book in which the
main character's motivation was difficult
to understand?
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Writing

Think about your favourite protagonist in a book you have read.
Write a short description of the character here.

witty CoOmplex
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Books

What are the main things you look for when searching for a book to
read. Make a list of things which are important and things which aren’t
so important.

Important Not important
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Sample book review

Read through the sample book review.

Pride and Prejudice, by Jane Austen

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen is one of the most well-
loved novels in the English language. The romantic tale gives

us a fascinating insight into early nineteenth century marriage
and love.

The book in its essence is a love story and follows the
courtships of the five Bennett sisters, who have differing
degrees of success in their romantic lives. The eldest, Jane,
meets the wealthy Mr Bingley, while Elizabeth is pursued by
Mr Darcy. The question throughout the book is whether the
characters can overcome their pride and class prejudices to
find true love. Elizabeth, or Lizzie, the protagonist is witty and
clever and she works as well as a heroine in the modern era
as she did when the book was published in 1813.
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Sample book review

If there is one criticism that could be levelled at the book, it is
perhaps that there is too much of a focus on marriage and
money and not enough on the broader issues of the time.
However, it is important to understand the time period the
book was set in, when the women in the Bennett family were
not allowed to inherit their father’s estate. They are looking for
love so as not to be left penniless, but this practicality fights
with a search for true love throughout the plot. Jane Austen
was a sharp and humorous writer, who criticised the upper
classes through satire but could also write dramatic and
moving scenes.

| can’'t recommend this book highly enough, so join together
with generations of readers who have loved the characters and
find out whether true love really did exist in the age of pride
and prejudice.

Does the review encourage you to read the book?
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Writing

Now write a book review of a novel or novella which you remember
well.

Y—

Remember to
follow the
structures given at
the beginning of
the lesson.

Y Y

m Don't forgetto
give your own
opinion and use
lots of descriptive
adjectives
throughout the
review.
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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- Answer key
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Writing

Write about a character from a novel or short story who you
didn’t like and give reasons for this.

@)
: supporting o
protagonist character

@)

O

@)

dull charmless ©
O

@)

O

@)

complex autobiographical

@)

@)

O
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0‘ Writing

Choose another book and write a review again.

This time, try to choose a book which you didn’t enjoy very
much!

OO0 00 0o 0o 0 0o 0 0O
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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