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Goals 

■ Can read and understand a 
short text about new skills 
for future jobs. 
 

■ Can discuss the role of 
education in a digital world 
and compare the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of online 
universities 

http://www.lingoda.com/


3 www.lingoda.com 

New skills are required in the new era 
of internet and machine-based jobs.  

 
How are you getting ready for the 

future? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview 

■ In this lesson, you will read a text about new skills that are required for new 
jobs in the market.  

I am the founder of a very famous computer programming business, 
and I want my son to take it over when he grows up. I am training him to 

be proficient in many different areas.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Imagine that you are a business person with a mediocre income.  
You gained your master’s degree from a very prestigious school. 

 Your daughter is in the last year of high school.  

Warm-up 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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anticipate  

aptitude  

expertise  

expectations  dexterity  

proficiency  analytical  

deductive  

Do you remember these words? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you remember these words? 

University entrance exams usually test 
a student’s aptitude in maths, science, 
reading and writing.  

Her dexterity with the sewing machine 
was so amazing that she was featured 
on a recent television show.  

The medical examiner’s expertise was 
in heart conditions since he was a heart 
surgeon before becoming an examiner.  

This job as an auditor requires you to 
be extremely analytical with the 

financial statements and data.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you remember these words? 

Sherlock Holmes was famous for using 
his deductive reasoning to capture 
criminals. 

My expectations for the third film are 
not that high because the sequel was 
pretty bad.  

Proficiency in any second or third 
language comes with patience, effort 

and fortitude.  

There was no way he could anticipate 
the surprise birthday party.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Answer the questions 

2. What do you do if the hotel service did not live up to your expectations? 

3. How do you manage any difficulties that you didn’t anticipate? 

4. How are deductive and inductive reasoning different? 

1. What is your secret to improve your language proficiency? 

Answer the questions below using the words we have learnt on the 
previous slides. 

5. Do you agree with this statement? – Video games demand great manual 
dexterity. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
Given the speed of change, it seems almost impossible to fully prepare 

for the upcoming changes in secondary and tertiary education.  
Read the statement below and share your thoughts on it.  

Comment on the sentence 

Education is not about 
getting a professional 
skill, it is about living 

through your life. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


11 www.lingoda.com 

Discuss advantages and 
disadvantages of online 

universities.  
If you were to choose, would 
you take courses at an online 

university or a traditional 
university? Why? 

Online universities 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Employability skills 

management 
skills 

As the head manager of human resources at a big company, what kind 
of skills do you expect your future employees to show?  

What kind of workers do you not want to hire? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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According to the research, it is 
estimated that 65% of 

children entering primary 
school will find themselves in 
an occupation that does not 

currently exist.  
What types of jobs exist now 
that didn’t in the past? What 

kind of new jobs do you think 
will be created? 

Future jobs 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Below are some of the skills that are required in modern roles. 
■ Digital competencies now play a huge part in many jobs. 

Skills needed for new jobs 

Digital competencies Advanced digital 
competencies 

General skills for 
effective work 

Proficiency in using the 
internet to do research Programming languages Multitasking /analytical 

skills 

Proficiency in using social 
media Building robots 

Flexibility / 
communication / self-
management skills 

Proficiency in text 
processors and 
spreadsheet software 

Configuring artificial 
intelligence 

Problem-solving skills / 
multilingualism  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How does each type of skill benefit a worker in society?  
Can you think of some other skills not listed below? 

Skills needed for new jobs 

critical thinking  agile 
development 

validating 
information 

reflecting  self-learning personal 
resilience  

technical skills  multiculturalis
m  

typing, 
speaking, and 

writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Skills needed for new jobs 

Which skills do you find the 
most useful in the new era of 

technology?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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2 
3 

1 

Skills needed for new jobs 

What is the role of education in a digital world?  
Answer the questions below and discuss them with your teacher. 

Should education be focused on culture or 

on employability? 

Do you think everyone should learn a 

programming language? 

Should universities and schools focus on 

teaching new skills? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Ways to acquire new skills 

If you don’t already have these skills, how do you think we can acquire 
them for jobs which will be created in the future? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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New skills for new jobs 

There is no doubt that automation has made a 
huge impact on the way we work today and the 
way we seek jobs for the future. Many of the 
typical manual labour jobs that were once 
handled by humans are now moving towards 
robots and automation. In China and the United 
States, both world manufacturing powerhouses, 
fewer people work in manufacturing today than 
they did twenty years ago. Naturally, this has 
shifted the way our generation looks to the 
future for new ways and opportunities in the 
ever-evolving job market.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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New skills for new jobs 

Figuring out what kind of skills, knowledge or 
education one should acquire is becoming 
an increasingly difficult task for young adults. 
Recent studies have shown that as early as 
2030, we will not only have automated shelf 
stackers and van drivers, but automation may 
even replace jobs like administrators and 
assistants. So, where does the future lie for 
jobs that will be in demand? Well, one study 
in the EU has shown growth in the services 
market, including information technology 
(IT), insurance and consulting sectors. It’s no 
surprise that the IT sector will most likely 
experience the biggest growth since 
automation brings with it an increase in 
demand for programmers and developers.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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New skills for new jobs 

The fastest growing jobs now include 
software engineers, network administrators, 
network analysts and desktop publishers. We 
may also see programming language 
becoming just as popular in school as taking 
a second language. In addition, social work, 
health care, hotels and catering will also see 
growth in the future. It comes as no surprise 
that jobs in manufacturing and construction 
will likely see a decrease for demand in the 
future. The most vulnerable jobs include 
butlers, payroll assistants, bank assistants 
and even pharmacists.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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New skills for new jobs 

I only have one step left to become a certified pharmacist. Why is it one of the most 

vulnerable jobs that will be replaced by machines? 

I just started my first semester at a university and I’m specialising in IT. Do you think I will 

be able to get a decent job after I graduate in about four years? 

How does automation influence the way we  live and work today? 

Each student has a question about the text. Can you answer them? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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New skills for new jobs 

Now that you have an idea of which industries 
and jobs will be in demand, it’s almost just as 
important to know which skills will be required. 
In several researches, soft skills such as 
problem-solving, decision-making, active 
learning and language skills will be most 
important. The ability to work in a team, discuss, 
implement and review ideas are still things 
which automation has not been able to come 
close to replacing. Technical skills will also 
continue to be in demand. If you are a mechanic 
or plumber who is called to emergencies in 
different locations to repair something, those 
skills will likely be done by humans for the 
foreseeable future.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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New skills for new jobs 

While some jobs may disappear, others will be created and many will 
be redefined. With the way technology has been moving, it’s hard to 
try and predict exactly what the future will look like in twenty or more 
years. We may see a future where people diversify themselves with 
many talents and skills, and work several different jobs throughout the 
week. Perhaps a future where not only English is a second language, 
but knowledge of C++, or another programming language, also 
becomes a preferred skill for an applicant. Because it’s so hard to 
know what the future holds, you should also be open to try new things 
that you have never thought about. You may find that you have skills 
and talents that you never realised you had! 

http://www.lingoda.com/


25 www.lingoda.com 

True or false? 

1. More manual labour jobs are being created at the 
moment.  

2. Machines and robots are taking over manufacturing 
powerhouses in the US. 

3. Jobs in 2030 will be a lot different from the types of 
jobs we have now.  

4. New jobs do not require new skills.  

5. Robots that can cooperate and show teamwork have 
been invented.  

TRUE FALSE 

6. People with technical skills are less vulnerable to the 
automation.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Are you happy with the path you have 
chosen for your life?  

Do you think your job will be prosperous 
and bring you a fortune?  

Are you going to be able to survive 
through the robot invasion? 

16 again… 

How would your decisions be different if you were 16 again?  
Would you choose a different major or stick with the one that you 

chose? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Activity p. 25 
1. F, 2. T, 3. T, 4. F, 5. F, 6. T 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. Although my _______________ in computer games is 
not as high as my sister’s, I’m getting better.  

2. The digital _______________ of young teenagers is 
much higher than a decade ago because teenagers 
today have been using technology since they were 
toddlers.  

3. She was able to _______________ all of the original 
books in the series which were printed over 100 
years ago.  

4. His _______________ as a football player were so 
numerous that he was immediately inducted into a 
hall of fame.  

5. The young boy’s _______________ for maths was so 
high that he entered high school at the age of 12. 

6. The company paid the consultant to provide his 
_______________ in foreign relations and politics.  

expertise  

skillfulness  

accomplishments 

acquire  

aptitude  

competencies  

Homework: fill in the blanks 

http://www.lingoda.com/


32 www.lingoda.com 

Watch a film set in the future and write a summary/review. 
Focus on how different life is from now providing as many 

details as you can.  

Homework: writing activity 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework: answer key 

Activity p. 31 
1. skillfulness, 2. competencies, 3. acquire, 4. accomplishments, 5. aptitude, 6. 
expertise 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 
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